
 
THE JANUARY 11, 2005 SESSION 

OF THE 
WALWORTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 
 
The Walworth County Board of Supervisor’s Committee of the Whole was called to order by 
Chairperson Lohrmann at 5:00 p.m. in the County Board Room at the Walworth County 
Courthouse, 100 W. Walworth Street, Elkhorn, Wisconsin. 
 
Roll call was taken and all Supervisors were present except Supervisors Downing, Kuhnke, Lein, 
and Wagie-Troemel.  A quorum was established.  
 
Roundtable with legislators to discuss issues of interest to the County 
   
Chair Lohrmann turned the meeting over to Vice-Chair Larry Hilbelink to conduct the 
Committee of the Whole. 
 
Vice-Chair Hilbelink introduced Representative Lothian and Representative Towns by reading 
their individual biographies.  
 
State Assemblyman Thomas A. Lothian represents the 32nd Assembly District.  Tom's 
constituents live in the eight townships, six villages and two cities in the southern half of 
Walworth County and Wheatland Township in Kenosha County.  Tom was elected to his first 
two-year term in the state legislature in the fall of 2002 and was re-elected to that post in the fall 
of 2004.   
 
State Representative Debi Towns was first elected in 2002 to represent the 43rd Assembly 
District, which includes the city and town of Whitewater in Walworth County as well as villages 
and cities in twelve townships in Rock County.  
 
Vice-Chair Hilbelink welcomed Mr. Lothian to the meeting.  Representative Towns had not yet 
arrived.  Hilbelink began the discussion by asking Lothian where things are going with the 
TABOR issue.  Lothian said that all of the bills that were in existence before have to be 
reintroduced as they died when the legislature was finished.  Lothian said that the legislature 
never did have a TABOR bill go through the entire legislative process and get to the floor for a 
vote; but, it is out there and it will come back. 
 
Supervisor Morrison asked Lothian how the State-Federal Relations Committee, which he is 
currently serving on, would benefit our State and our County.  Lothian said the committee, 
although new for him, has been an ongoing committee and that it would deal with Federal funds 
in regard to the IGT funds for nursing homes and also transportation funds. 
 
Chairperson Lohrmann asked Lothian where the State could tighten their belts to cut spending.  
Lothian said that the legislature could be more frugal with their funds.  There is a move to reduce 



staff for legislators.  Lothian said he has suggested that the number of blue books be reduced to 
each representative and he has also turned back funds at the end of the year for expenses not 
used. 
Supervisor Weber asked about paring down the number of State employees.  Lothian said the 
State has eliminated some vacant positions and combined some departments to cut department 
heads.  There is also a move to blend in the Capitol Police with the State Highway Police and do 
away with some administration.  
 
In response to Supervisor Burwell’s concern regarding in-fighting in the legislature and doing 
what is best for the State of Wisconsin, Lothian said that there is a bi-partisan base and they are 
working together more.   
 
Debi Towns arrived at the meeting.  Towns said she would concur with Lothian that most of the 
legislature is working together.     
 
Supervisor Russell asked about taxes and the loss of school aids, which makes our property taxes 
higher.  Lothian said that property values are high in Walworth County.  If equalized value is 
high compared to the number of students we have, then the school district gets less aid from the 
State and puts more of the burden on property taxes.  Towns said that the reason for the drop in 
funding for the schools was not only the property wealth in the State but that the State moved 
away from 2/3 funding of schools.  Towns said that other reasons could be local referenda. 
 
Supervisor Arnold said that a recent Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance pamphlet said that Wisconsin 
was rated at 50th for places to retire in the country and asked if this issue was being addressed to 
keep retirees here in the State.  Lothian said there are three bills out impacting this issue. One bill 
is regarding income tax relief on social security.  There is another bill to reduce tax on 
investment retirement income and another for medical expense exemption.   
 
Supervisor Russell asked both Lothian and Towns about their positions on shifting some of the 
property tax to the sales tax and whether it should be raised to keep property taxes lower.  
Lothian said he is against any tax increase.  Towns said she is against tax shifting because after a 
couple of years the tax is back up again. 
 
Chair Lohrmann said that Scott Walker, Milwaukee County Executive, issued a statement about 
seeking legislation to extend a qualified economic offer to other public sector employees to 
reduce the tax burden imposed by collective bargaining.  Towns said there is a lot of discussion 
about costs of government and government costs are primarily people related, but she has not 
heard of seeking a qualified economic offer.  Lothian said he has not seen or heard anything 
about that and does not feel it would work. 
 
Vice-Chair Hilbelink thanked Representatives Towns and Lothian and Chairperson Lohrmann 
returned to the Chair. 
  
On motion by Supervisor Arnold, seconded by Supervisor Ketchpaw, the Committee of the 
Whole adjourned at 5:55 p.m. 
 



 
 
Kimberly S. Bushey 
County Clerk 
 
STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 
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COUNTY OF WALWORTH) 
 
I, Kimberly S. Bushey, County Clerk in and for the County aforesaid, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings of the County Board of Supervisor’s 
Committee of the Whole for the January 11, 2005 meeting. 
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