
 
THE JANUARY 9, 2007 SESSION 

OF THE 
WALWORTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 
The Walworth County Board Committee of the Whole meeting was called to order by 
Chairperson Lohrmann at 5:00 p.m. in the County Board Room at the Walworth County 
Government Center, 100 W. Walworth Street, Elkhorn, Wisconsin. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Roll call was conducted and all Supervisors were present except Supervisor Schaefer. 
 
Special Order of Business 
 
 Round table discussion with local legislators concerning current state issues affecting 

counties 
 
Legislators attending the January 9, 2007 County Board Committee of the Whole meeting were: 
 
 Representative Thomas “Kim” Hixson 
 Senator Neal Kedzie 
 Representative Thomas Lothian 
 Representative Stephen Nass 
  
Representative Thomas Lothian opened the discussion by giving a short introduction.  Lothian 
said that he is glad to be back for his third term and he is excited to be on the Consumer 
Protection and Personal Security Committee.  He said the first order of business for the 
Committee is regarding the situation where the Department of Revenue sent out 2006 tax forms 
that had Social Security numbers exposed.  The Committee will investigate how and why it 
happened and what they have to do to correct it so that it will never happen again. 
 
Representative Stephen Nass thanked the Board for inviting him.  He said that he feels the 
biggest problem with the State of Wisconsin is the budget deficit, which is $1.6 billion dollars.  
He said he does not want tax increases.  Nass said his philosophy is, that when you raise more 
taxes, the government spends more.  He said the State Budget is one of the most important 
documents that they work on during their two-year term.  
 
Senator Neal Kedzie said that one of the roles he has had to adjust to is being part of the minority 
party for the first time in the last decade.  He said the Republicans’ ability to influence legislation 
is greatly diminished at this time because the majority party is Democrat.  Senator Robson is the 
Majority Leader at this time.  He said that even though the Democrats are in control, there are 
disagreements going on between the majority party and the Governor on a variety of issues such 
as Health Care and there are debates over the funding formula for education.  Nass said that the 
majority party has been trying to remove the QEO (Qualified Economic Offer) from the 
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education formula.  He said the entire formula has to be revamped to accomplish this, so he does 
not think it can be done.         
 
Representative Kim Hixson introduced himself by giving his background.  Hixson said he has 
been on the job for one week.  He said that he came to Wisconsin from Tennessee to teach 
Advertising at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater.  He said he has served on the 
Whitewater City Council for the last three years.  He said he knows the problems that local 
governments have when it comes to finding the resources to do the things they want to do.  He 
said that as a State Representative he has been placed on the following committees:  Education 
Committee, Financial Institutions Committee, and Aging and Long Term Care Committee.  He 
said he has spent the last several days in orientation in the Capitol and there is a lot to learn.  
Hixson said he differs from the opinion of the others here tonight because they are in a different 
party.  He said he is concerned about education and that is why he wanted to serve in the 
Assembly.  He said Wisconsin is known for quality education and high quality education costs 
money.  He said with that investment there is a good rate of return and he wants that quality to 
continue and that this is a good place to invest our tax dollars.  Hixson said he would also like to 
work on the health care crisis as well.  He said that in a society, as wealthy as we are, a lot of our 
citizens do not have the funds to get good quality health care.  He said that one of the things that 
the Governor wants to do is to make sure that all children are covered with some sort of health 
care coverage.  Hixson concluded by stating that he is new at the State Capitol and wants to 
represent everyone in his district, which in Walworth County are the Town of Whitewater and 
the City of Whitewater.  He asked the Board to call him to give him their comments, criticisms, 
and encouragement. 
 
Chair Lohrmann opened the floor for questions. 
 
Supervisor Burwell asked about providing tax relief.  She said that the WCA magazine indicated 
there have been disparities in payments occurring since 1987, for instance in juvenile justice, and 
that the State is paying less and the counties more.  Burwell asked the representatives if they 
would support an increase in funding from the State for juvenile justice so that the counties 
would not have to put it on the property tax.  Nass said that he does not want to commit to more 
spending.  He said we need to control our funding and he too feels that education is very 
important.  He said that there are many programs out there and there will be many counties 
asking for money.  Nass said that he has asked the Counties Association to let him know what 
mandates the counties would like to see relieved and they have not responded.  Burwell asked if 
the State would give the County funding rather than passing TABOR to freeze property taxes.  
Nass said that he doesn’t think TABOR will come back at this time nor will the Right to Conceal 
a Weapon. 
   
Kedzie said once they get into the budget cycle the county will have to get in line and it will be a 
matter of prioritizing where the monies will be going.   
 
Supervisor Grant commented on the QEO (Qualified Economic Offer) and said that if it is lifted 
then the State should lift all the counties’ caps because spending will be increased.  Kedzie said 
he believes the QEO system is not fair in Wisconsin.  He thinks the entire formula should be 
revamped and reorganized.  Nass said that the attempt is to get rid of the QEO but if that is done 
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he feels the kids will suffer because they will not get any of the money.  He said he believes in 
the QEO.  When the QEO came into the State, both parties brought it in and agreed to it.  Hixson 
said that he is for the repeal of QEO because he believes that good teachers need good salaries.  
He does not think it is right for the State to put controls on local governments.  He supports the 
repeal of QEO. 
 
Supervisor Ketchpaw asked the returning representatives if they voted for the 2005 Act 100 
which would allow downsizing a county board and if so what was their reasoning and why was 
the option missing for increasing the county board?  She asked how there would be equal 
representation in the municipalities if there is redistricting and downsizing.  Lothian said he 
voted for the bill.  He said they were looking at the City of Milwaukee and the City of 
Waukesha; both wanted it to be a one-time change in a ten-year period.  He said the original bill 
came forward for cities and counties with populations of 500,000 or more.  Kedzie said the 
follow-up bill included all counties and allowed the electorate to petition for downsizing.  He 
said this is representation by the people and he does not think there is anything wrong with the 
public deciding.  These are issues that are before the voters and he does not have a problem with 
that.  He thinks that the debate is good for the County.  Nass said he also voted for the bill.  
Lothian said to upsize the Board you do not have to take it to referendum, as the Board could 
enlarge on its own.  He said that the other alternative would have been for the Board to downsize 
themselves.   
 
Supervisor Lightfield asked about the Farmland Preservation Act and why it was not simplified 
as was announced.  Nass said he did not know the answer and said he would check with the 
Department of Revenue to see what they may or may not have done.   
 
Supervisor Hilbelink asked why the death penalty referendum did not go anywhere after it 
passed in the State election.  Nass explained that this was an advisory referendum and because a 
Republican Governor did not get elected and party control changed, the support is not there at 
this time.   
 
Chair Lohrmann thanked the representatives for their participation. 
 
Adjournment 
 
On motion by Supervisor Wagie-Troemel, seconded by Supervisor Ketchpaw, the Committee of 
the Whole adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 
 
Kimberly S. Bushey 
County Clerk 
 
STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 
                                                )SS 
COUNTY OF WALWORTH ) 
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I, Kimberly S. Bushey, County Clerk in and for the County aforesaid, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings of the County Board of Supervisor’s 
Committee of the Whole for the January 9, 2007 meeting. 
 
(These minutes are not final until approved by the County Board at the next regularly scheduled 
County Board meeting.) 


