
 
SEPTEMBER 4, 2008 SESSION 

OF THE 
WALWORTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 
The Walworth County Board Committee of the Whole meeting was called to order by Chair 
Russell at 5:04 p.m. in the County Board Room at the Walworth County Government Center, 
100 W. Walworth Street, Elkhorn, Wisconsin. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Roll call was conducted and all Supervisors were present. 
 
The purpose of the meeting will be for the administrator to present his proposed 2009 
budget and to hold a budget workshop. 
 
County Administrator David Bretl said the budget the Board has tonight is an Administrator’s 
budget and he opted this year to place the budget workshop at the Committee of the Whole. 
  
Bretl said that earlier the Board had approved a 2009 budget that limits the overall levy increase 
to 4.9% or less.  He said this budget raises the total County levy by 4.88%.  Bretl explained the 
many different levies that make up the levy for 2009, shown in Figure 1.  Figure 3 compares the 
2008 levy for the 2009 budget to previous years.  Bretl continued with the milestones of the 
process of the 2009 budget.  The Public Budget Hearing will be held on November 3 and budget 
adoption on November 12. 
 
Bretl went on to explain the 2009 Budget Themes contained in the budget letter.  He said that 
investment income is responsible for the most dramatic revenue decrease followed by permit 
fees.  He explained the remaining themes of the budget letter and opened the floor for questions. 
 
Supervisors Weber and Kilkenny asked questions about the Other Post Employment Benefits 
(OPEB) liability.  Bretl said we have made good progress since the Board created a locked box 
in 2004 to accumulate a fund over a period of 30 years to pay for this expense.  The benefit is not 
available to new hires, however the cost of health care has gone up so the costs have gone up. 
 
Supervisor Van Dreser asked if he could see the dollar amount attributed to each of the line items 
described in Attachment A, Summary of Major Personnel Actions Proposed Under this Budget, 
page 22 of the budget letter.  Andersen said that the Finance Department has that breakdown 
available.  Bretl said that he would send the document out to the Supervisors in a Report and 
Update. 
  
Bretl expressed his gratitude to department heads and staff who worked on this budget.  He said 
people were very responsible and asked for just what they needed.  He also thanked the Board 
members and said that he would be available to help them understand any part of or all of this 
and to help with any appeals. 
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On motion by Supervisor Kilkenny, seconded by Supervisor Van Dreser, the Committee of the 
Whole adjourned at 5:59 p.m. 
 
Kimberly S. Bushey 
County Clerk 
 
STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 
                                                )SS 
COUNTY OF WALWORTH ) 
 
I, Kimberly S. Bushey, County Clerk in and for the County aforesaid, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings of the County Board of Supervisors 
Committee of the Whole for the September 4, 2008 meeting. 
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