
JULY 8, 2008 
WALWORTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MEETING 
 

The Walworth County Board of Supervisors meeting was called to order by Chair Russell at 6:04 
p.m. in the County Board Room at the Walworth County Government Center, 100 W. Walworth 
Street, Elkhorn, Wisconsin. 
 
All Supervisors were present. 
 
Michael Cotter, Director of Land Use & Resource Management/Deputy Corporation Counsel, 
delivered the invocation. 
  
Amendments, Withdrawals, and Approval of Agenda 
 
On motion by Supervisor Weber, seconded by Supervisor Grant, the evening’s agenda was 
approved by voice vote. 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
 
On motion by Supervisor Schaefer, seconded by Supervisor Stacey, the minutes of the June 10, 
2008 Walworth County Board Meeting were approved by voice vote. 
  
Comment Period by Members of the Public Concerning Items on the Agenda 
 
There were none. 
           
Communications and Matters to Be Referred 
 
Chair Russell announced that unless there was a request for an individual communication to be 
discussed, the Clerk would dispense with the reading of each title and the Chair would direct that 
all communications be referred or placed on file as indicated on the agenda. 
 
1. Claims Received After Agenda Mailing – There were none. 
2. Claims:  a) Summons and Complaint-Linda C. Matoska vs Walworth County Clerk of Courts 

was referred to the Executive Committee 
3. Communication from William P. Chesen, Mayor, City of Lake Geneva, opposing a part of 

Walworth County’s Smart Growth Plan, which includes State Highway 50 as a four-lane 
road extending through the downtown of the City of Lake Geneva was referred to the Smart 
Growth Committee 

4. Communication from Wisconsin Emergency Management with the State of Wisconsin 
Emergency Management 2008 First Half Progress Report was referred to the Executive 
Committee 

5. Jackson County Resolution No. 30-6-08 – Opposition to the Proposal by the Wisconsin 
Office of Justice Assistance to Retain Funds From the Public Safety Interoperable 
Communications Grant Program was referred to the Executive Committee 



6. Rock County Resolution Requesting General Motors Reconsider Decision to Close the 
Janesville Assembly Plant in 2010 was referred to the Executive Committee 

7. Communication from Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor, New York City, Edward G. Rendell, 
Governor, Pennsylvania, and Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor, California, regarding 
greater federal investment in America’s infrastructure was referred to the Public Works 
Committee 

8. Communication from the Housing Authority of Walworth County with a request for financial 
assistance in the amount of $26,400 to cover the average annual costs associated with rent 
and utilities was placed on file 

9. Report of the County Clerk Concerning Communications Received by the Board and 
Recommended to be Placed on File was placed on file 

10. Report of County Clerk Concerning Communications Received by the Board After the 
Agenda Mailing – There were none. 

11. Report of County Clerk Concerning Zoning Petitions was referred to the County Zoning 
Agency 
• Joseph Golf (Mary Jongetjes, App.), Town of Delavan, R-2A to B-2 
• Thomas and Cynthia Surdyk, Town of Troy, A-2 to C-2 
• Marjorie J. Wahlstedt (Ronald E. Bidlack, App.), Town of Linn, R-1 & M-1 to R-3 
• Dorothy Goes Gray Trust (Northern Trust Co.), Town of Walworth, A-1 to A-2 

 
County Administrator Bretl stated that item 8, Housing Authority request for financial assistance 
in the amount of $26,400 to cover the average annual costs associated with rent and utilities, was 
to be placed on file and not addressed by a committee, but he said the request would be 
considered during preparation of the 2009 budget. 
 
Bretl also said that item 3 under Communications, William P. Chesen’s opposition to a part of 
Walworth County’s Smart Growth Plan, should be referred to the Smart Growth Committee 
rather than the County Zoning Agency.  On motion by Supervisor Van Dreser, seconded by 
Supervisor Ingersoll, item 3 was referred to the Smart Growth Committee. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
There was none. 
 
New Business 
 
Reports of Standing Committees 
 
County Zoning Agency Report of Proposed Zoning Amendments 
 
1.  Covered Bridges Land Partners, LLC (Atty. James P. Howe, App.), Town of Walworth, 
Rezone 64.1 acres of A-2 & C-2 to R-5A, C-1, & C-4, approved 6-0 (6-26-08 public hearing) 
2.  Gerard M. and Barbara J. Nettesheim, Town of Delavan, Rezone 20 acres of A-2 to C-2 –
approved 5-1, Greg Holden opposed (6-26-08 public hearing) 
3.  Michael Rehberg, Town of Geneva, Rezone .083 acres of C-4 to R-1, approved 6-0 (6-26-08 
public hearing) 
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4.  Michael G. Barten Trust (Christine M. Barten, App.), Town of Sharon, Rezone 2.9 acres of 
A-1 to A-5, approved 6-0 (6-26-08 public hearing) 
 
Supervisor Van Dreser offered a motion, seconded by Supervisor Weber, to approve the Report 
of the County Zoning Agency as recommended by the County Zoning Agency.  Supervisor 
Grant requested that item 1, Covered Bridges Land Partners, LLC (Atty. James P. Howe, App.), 
Town of Walworth, be pulled and discussed separately.  Items 2, 3, and 4 were approved by 
voice vote. Discussion ensued regarding item 1.   
 
Supervisor Grant asked if this rezone complies with the 2020 Plan for the County.  Michael 
Cotter addressed the Board and displayed a slide, which showed that the rezone does comply 
with the County’s 2020 Plan as an Urban Service Area.  The County Zoning Agency requested 
that the developer reduce the density from the previous request in November.  Supervisor Van 
Dreser said that the Land Use Plan allows for 104 units and this application is for 76 units; and, 
the developer cannot change what the Board approves at this meeting tonight. 
 
Item 1 of the Report of the County Zoning Agency was approved by voice vote. 
 
Executive Committee 
 
1.  Resolution No. 30-07/08 – Recommending Inclusion of Advisory Resolutions 
On the Wisconsin Counties Association Platform-Majority Vote (The Executive Committee will 
consider at a special meeting on July 8, 2008 meeting prior to the County Board meeting) 
 
Chair Russell said that the vote at the special meeting of the Executive Committee was to 
approve all of the advisory resolutions.   
 
On motion by Supervisor Weber, seconded by Supervisor Grant, Resolution No. 30-07/08 was 
approved by voice vote. 
 
Reports of Special Committees 
 
There were none. 
 
Comment Period by Members of the Public Concerning Items Not on the Agenda 
 
There were none. 
 
Chairperson’s Report  
 
Chair Russell stated that the Memorial Service for former County Board Supervisor Charlotte 
Peterson is tomorrow, Wednesday, July 9, 2008 at 2:00 p.m. at the Linn Presbyterian Church. 
 
Adjournment 
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On motion by Supervisor Schaefer, seconded by Supervisor Stacey, the meeting was adjourned 
at 6:17 p.m. 
 
STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 
    )SS 
COUNTY OF WALWORTH) 
 
I, Kimberly S. Bushey, County Clerk in and for the County aforesaid, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings of the County Board of Supervisors for 
the July 8, 2008 meeting.   
 
(These minutes are not final until approved by the County Board at the next regularly scheduled 
County Board meeting.) 
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