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Report of the County Clerk Regarding 
Communications Received After the Agenda Mailing 

County Clerk 

The following items were placed on Supervisors' desks and are attached to this cover 
sheet: 

Kimberlv S. Bushev
 
County Clerk .
 

• Communication from the members of Finding Forward Coalition regarding a 
referendum to constitutionally segregate transportation user fees - To be referred to 
the Executive Committee 
• Walworth County Senior Review, July, 2010 - To be placed on file 

100 W. Walworth 

PO Box 1001 

Elkhorn, WI 53121 

262.741.4241 tel 

262.741.4287 fax 
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FORWRRS 
COALITION 

June 28, 2010 

Dear County Official: 

On behalf of all of the members of the Finding Forward coalition listed below, I would like to thank you 
for considering placing an advisory referendum on the November ballot asking your constituents if 
Wisconsin should constitutionally segregate transportation user fees. 

The groups in this coalition represent very diverse interests and have very diverse positions on issues. 
The one thing we all agree upon is that Wisconsin needs to join the ranks of states like Minnesota, Iowa, 
Michigan and the, at least, twenty-nine states that have plain language in their constitution protecting 
transportation user fees. 

We know many counties have passed resolutions in recent years opposing raids on the transportation 
fund. We certainly appreciate this, but it has become readily apparent that letters from our 
organizations and resolutions from county government have not been successful in ending this practice, 
That is why we believe it is imperative voters across the state have the ability to voice their opinions 
directly on this issuethrough an advisory referendum. 

We have done polling and we know a majority of Wisconsinites are aware their transportation user fees 
have been diverted, and a majority also supports a constitutional amendment to dedicate the 
transportation user fees for transportation purposes. Beyond the numbers, if you read or listen to local 
coverage of transportation, you know the issue of past transfers is brought up in almost every story. 

Respected national and state policy groups from the Pew Center on the States to Governing Magazine to 
the Wisconsin Policy Research Institute have all documented the negative impact that using 
transportation dollars as a bonding platform for general fund expenditures has had on Wisconsin. It has 
hurt both the transportation fund and the general fund. 

The Wisconsin Constitution specifically spells out the items for which the state can bond. Ongoing 
expenses are clearly not on that list for obvious reasons. The shell game of transferring dollars from 
transportation and then issuinggenera! obligation (GO) bonds (paid for out of the general fund) to 
replace those transferred funds is an end run around that current provision. 

Not coincidentally, Wisconsin now has one of the worst GO bond ratings in the country. 

We strongly believe that allowing this practice to continue will keep Wisconsin trapped in the recurring 
downward cycle we have found ourselves in. It will harm the fiscal stability of the state, the economy of 
the state and the health of all of our members. it is time to move forward. 

The Finding Forward coalition is not interested in assessing blame for the current cycle Wisconsin finds 
itself in, We simply want to remedy the situation and move on. 

Some have argued that we don't need to amend the constitution to solve this problem. We respectfully 
disagree. While constitutional amendments should not be considered lightly, this is precisely the type of 
issue that is worthy of a constitutional amendment. Most of our neighboring states and a majority of 
states in this country have seen fit to place language in the constitution dedicating transportation user 
fees for transportation and so should Wisconsin. This would simply codify what our state constitution 
already intends - that we bond for capital projects and not for ongoing expenses. 



If the state continues to balance its budget using transfers from the segregated transportation fund and 
bonding for our ongoing responsibilities, it is our belief that it will worsen our fiscal situation, further 
alienate the public and give life to other, more draconian efforts to get the state's fiscal house in order. 

Again, on behalf of our associations and our thousands of members across the state we appreciate your 
consideration of this very important issue. 

Sincerely, 

~.£ 
Craig Thompson 
Executive Director 
Transportation Development Association of Wisconsin 

Members of the Coalition 
3M 
AAA - Wisconsin 
Aggregate Producers of Wisconsin (APW) 
American Council of Engineering Companies of Wisconsin (ACEC) 
American Petroleum Institute (API) 
Construction Business Group (CBG) 
East Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission 
Forward Janesville, Inc. 
Great Lakes Timber Professionals Association 
International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 139 
Metropolitan Milwaukee Association of Commerce (MMAC) 
Midwest Food ProcessorsAssociation (MWFPA) 
National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) 
Transportation Development Association of Wisconsin (TDA) 
Wisconsin Automobile & Truck Dealers Association (WATDA) 
Wisconsin Automotive Aftermarket Association (WAAA) 
Wisconsin Asphalt Pavement Association (WAPA) 
Wisconsin Concrete Pavement Association (WCPA) 
Wisconsin County Highway Association (WCHA) 
Wisconsin Earth Movers Association (WEMA) 
Wisconsin Economic Development Association (WEDA) 
Wisconsin Grocers Association (WGA) 
Wisconsin Housing Alliance 
Wisconsin Laborers' District Council 
Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce (WMC) 
Wisconsin Motor Carriers Association (WMCA) 
Wisconsin Petroleum Council 
Wisconsin Petroleum Marketers & Convenience Store Association (WPMCA) 
Wisconsin Restaurant Association (WRA) 
Wisconsin Retail Council (WRC) 
Wisconsin Towns Association (WTA) 
Wisconsin Transportation Builders Association (WTBA) 
Wisconsin Urban & Rural Transit Association (WURTA) 


