
December 13, 2011 – Walworth County Board Meeting 

 

Report of the County Clerk Regarding 

 Communications Received After the Agenda Mailing 

 

The following items were placed on Supervisors’ desks and are attached to this cover 

sheet: 

 

 Amended November 1, 2011 Public Budget Hearing Minutes – Change was 

made to Page 2, first paragraph:  “Townships are the primary source of funding 

for county libraries county library funds.”   

 Res. No. 75-12/11 – Establishing a Committee of the Whole Date for a 

Presentation by the Walworth County Finance Department Regarding Health 

Insurance – Vote Required:  Majority (The Human Resources Committee will 

consider at a special meeting prior to the December 13, 2011 County Board 

meeting) 

 Map of proposed city park acquisition by the City of Lake Geneva (Addendum 

to Correspondence from Chair Russell Urging Adoption of Resolution No. 74-

12/11 Supporting a Land Acquisition by the City of Lake Geneva for 

Conservation and Recreational Purposes) 

 Communication from Open Range Communications, Inc. regarding 

termination of all tower lease agreements – To be referred to the Executive 

Committee 

 Correspondence from County Clerk Kimberly S. Bushey in regard to 

increasing the per diem rate for the County Board of Canvassers – To be 

referred to the Executive Committee 

 Correspondence from Cynthia D. Simonsen, Executive Director of VIP 

Services, Inc., in regard to applying to Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation for federal grant to assist in meeting transportation needs of the 

elderly and persons with disabilities in the area – To be referred to the Health 

and Human Services Board 

 Communication from Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources in regard to 

land acquisition by the Town of East Troy for conservation and public 

recreational purposes – To be referred to the Land Conservation Committee 

 Correspondence from Dennis E. Jordan, City Administrator of the City of Lake 

Geneva, regarding upgrade to County Road H – To be referred to the Public 

Works Committee 

 Communication from Bennett J. Schliesman, Director of Southeast Region of 

Wisconsin Emergency Management, in regard to the 2011 Second Half 

Progress Report – To be placed on file 

 Walworth County Aging & Disability Resource Center News, December 2011 

– To be placed on file 

 

These items were received after the agenda mailing before the meeting.  Other items 

that were placed on the Supervisors’ desks at the meeting are not included on this 

report.  Please contact the County Clerk’s office for information regarding those 

items. 

Board of Supervisors 
 

100 W. Walworth 
PO Box 1001 

Elkhorn, WI  53121 
262.741.7943 tel 
262.741.4390 fax 

 



 

AMENDED 

WALWORTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

PUBLIC BUDGET HEARING 

NOVEMBER 1, 2011 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. by Chair Russell at the Walworth County 

Government Center, 100 W. Walworth St., Elkhorn, Wisconsin. 

  

Roll call was conducted and the following Supervisors were present:  Richard Brandl, Jerry A. 

Grant, Randy Hawkins, Kathy Ingersoll, Vice-Chair Daniel G. Kilkenny, Carl Redenius, Joe 

Schaefer, Rick Stacey, David A. Weber, and Chair Nancy Russell.  Absent: 1 – Russ Wardle.  A 

quorum was established. 

 

Approval of the Agenda 

 

On motion by Supervisor Brandl, seconded by Supervisor Grant, the agenda was approved by 

voice vote. 

 

Motion to Convene as “Committee of the Whole” 

 

On motion by Supervisor Schaefer, seconded by Supervisor Grant, the Board convened as a 

“Committee of the Whole.”   

 

Finance Committee Chair to Conduct Public Budget Hearing 

 

Chair Russell turned the meeting over to Administrator Bretl.    

 

Presentation of the Executive Summary: 

 

Administrator Bretl welcomed everyone to the Public Budget Hearing.  He said this is an 

opportunity for Supervisors to hear comments from the public and formulate budget 

amendments.  He also said Supervisors have been given a deadline for when to submit their 

budget amendments.  The budget adoption is scheduled for Tuesday, November 8, 2011.  

Administrator Bretl turned the hearing over to Deputy County Administrator-Finance Nicki 

Andersen for the presentation of the preliminary budget.   

 

Deputy County Administrator-Finance Andersen thanked everyone for coming to this 

presentation.  She introduced Jessica Lanser, Comptroller of Walworth County, to present the 

2012 Preliminary Budget Presentation. 

 

Ms. Lanser began the presentation by stating that the County achieves a budget with a 0.14% 

increase from the 2010 total tax levy, which is the lowest increase since 1996.  She explained the 

different parts that make up the Property Tax Bill, which are:  State of Wisconsin; County of 

Walworth; City, town, or village; Gateway Technical College; School District(s); and Special 

taxing districts.  The county portion of the tax bill is approximately 21% of the total tax bill; 

however, depending on the municipality in which you reside, the county portion of the property 
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tax bill can be as low as 8.5% or as high as 31% of the total tax bill.  The county portion of the 

property tax bill is broken down further into four parts:  Library Levy, Debt Service, Children 

with Disabilities Education Board (CDEB), and Other Operating Levy.  Without the library 

portion, the total levy decreased .2% from last year.  The library levy will see an increase of 

6.57% from last year.  Townships are the primary source of funding for county libraries county 

library funds.   

  

Ms. Lanser discussed the main points that have driven the 2012 budget, which are the poor 

economy, state legislature and budget changes, and strategy and future planning.  She continued 

with an explanation of the 2012 preliminary revenues and expenses.         

 

Ms. Lanser concluded the presentation by stating the 2012 Preliminary Budget is available for 

review in the County Clerk and Finance offices as well as on the county website 

(www.co.walworth.wi.us).    

 

Chair Russell thanked Ms. Lanser for the presentation.  

 

Public Comments and Questions 

 

Mike Van Den Bosch, 300 S. Edwards Blvd., Lake Geneva.  Mr. Van Den Bosch said it has been 

a pleasure to serve Walworth County as the Executive Director of Walworth County Economic 

Development Alliance (WCEDA).  He also said they have made a lot of progress in the 

organization over the last year.  Over the last year, he has visited with 40 of the county’s largest 

employers to discuss any issues, plans, and their projections for the future.  Over the next year, 

he plans on continuing to work with their partners, such as UW-Extension and Workforce 

Development Board, to address some of the issues and concerns that employers have.  He also 

said there are many encouraging things happening in the state and we can benefit from these 

changes.   

 

Bruce Kepner, 6 North Strathfield Circle, Madison.  Mr. Kepner said it has been a pleasure to 

serve as President of WCEDA.  He appreciates the support for economic development.  He 

stated Walworth County has done a tremendous job in managing its finances.  He also stated the 

county has WCEDA’s commitment to work in partnership with the county in 2012.    

 

Lori Glas, LPN at Health & Human Services.  Ms. Glas spoke to the board regarding positions 

that are being eliminated at Health and Human Services.  She is an LPN that works with the 

mentally ill as well as the underinsured and the indigent.  She said that the current procedures in 

place are not working.  She stated that management wants to reduce to one registered nurse and 

add one part-time LPN.  She expressed concern how this is going to work if hours are being cut.  

She said a clerical person is not able to do the work that they do and a part-time LPN will not be 

able to handle all the phone calls and paperwork.  She asked the board to consider this.    

 

Kim Peterson, W768 Dixon Drive, Burlington.  Ms. Peterson is a Walworth County resident and 

is employed at Racine County as a registered nurse.  Ms. Peterson referenced to those that spoke 

from WCEDA and stated she does not see jobs being created.  She said the county is balancing 
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its budget based on the wages and benefits of employees and that is not fair.  She expressed 

concern regarding tax codes and the need to close loopholes in the code. 

Hearing no other requests for public comment Chair Russell asked for a motion to close the 

Public Hearing. 

 

Motion to Close Public Hearing 
 

On motion by Supervisor Weber, seconded by Supervisor Schaefer, the Public Budget Hearing 

was closed. 

 

Chairperson’s Report 

 

Chair Russell reminded Supervisors of the next County Board Meeting, which is Tuesday, 

November 8, 2011 at 6:00 p.m.   

 

Adjournment 
 

On motion by Supervisor Brandl, seconded by Supervisor Weber, the meeting adjourned at 6:58 

p.m. 

 

Kimberly S. Bushey 

County Clerk 

 

STATE OF WISCONSIN   ) 

                                             )SS 

COUNTY OF WALWORTH) 

I, Kimberly S. Bushey, County Clerk in and for the County aforesaid do hereby certify that the 

foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings of the County Board of Supervisors for 

the November 1, 2011 Public Budget Hearing. 

 

(These minutes are not final until approved by the County Board at the next regularly scheduled 

County Board meeting.) 

 



--- ---

Resolution No. 75-12/11 

Establishing a Committee of the Whole Date for a Presentation by the Walworth County 


Finance Department Regarding Health Insurance 


1 Moved/Sponsored by: Human Resources Committee 

2 

3 WHEREAS, the County Board establishes Committee of the Whole meetings to provide an 

4 opportunity for the Board to hear presentations on various topics of importance in a format 

5 encouraging interactive participation; and, 

6 

7 WHEREAS, the County Finance department has requested an opportunity to make a 

8 presentation to the full County Board concerning health insurance, covering topics including 

9 why the county chooses to be self-insured, plan designs, rate setting and other basic health 


10 insurance information; and, 
11 
12 WHEREAS, the Walworth County Board of Supervisors is interested in learning specific 
13 information about health insurance. 
14 
15 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Walworth County Board of Supervisors that 
16 the following date be reserved for a Committee of the Whole presentation by County Finance 
17 staff: 
18 
19 Date: Tuesday, January 10,2012 at 5:00 PM 
20 Topic: "Health Insurance 101" 
21 
22 
23 
24 Nancy Russell 
25 County Board Chair 
26 
27 County Board Meeting Date: December 13,2011 
28 
29 Action Required: Majority Vote X 

Kimberly S. Bushey 
County Clerk 

Two-thirds Vote Other 

Policy and Fiscal Note is attached. 

Reviewed and approved pursuant to Section 2-91 of the Walworth County Code ofOrdinances: 


6A <{ l. 11-/$//11 
David A. Bretl I !Date Date 
County Administrator/Corporation Counsel Deputy County Administrator - Finance 

NIC e All rsen 

Ifunsigned, exceptions shall be so noted by the County Administrator. 



Policy and Fiscal Note 

Resolution No. 75-12/11 


I. Title: Establishing a Committee of the Whole Date for a Presentation by the Walworth 
County Finance Department Regarding Health Insurance 

II. Purpose and Policy Impact Statement: The purpose of this resolution is to establish 
January 10, 2012 as a Committee of the Whole date for a presentation by the Walworth 
County Finance department regarding health insurance. 

III. Budget and Fiscal Impact: Passage of this resolution will have no fiscal impact on the 
County budget. 

IV. Referred to the following standing committees for consideration and date of 
referral: 

Committee: Human Resources Meeting Date: December 13,2011 

Vote: 

County Board Meeting Date: December 13, 2011 

Policy and fiscal note has been reviewed and approved as an accurate statement of the probable policy and fiscal 
impacts associated with passage of the attached resolution. 

Nicole Andersen Date 
County Administrator/Corporation Counsel Deputy County Administrator - Finance 
David A. Bretl 

2 




RECEIVED 
WALWORTH COUNTY CLERK 

OPEN RANGE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
6430 South Fiddlers Green Circle 2011 DEC 12 AM ~ 26 

Suite 500 
Greenwood Village, CO 80 III 

December 6,2011 

Tower Owner 

Re: Open Range's Termination of All Tower Lease Agreements 

Dear Tower Owner: 

On October 6, 2011, Open Range filed for Chapter 11 Reorganization, Case No. 11-11
13188 pending before the United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware. On 
November 18, 2011, Open Range discontinued its service and is now winding down the 
business. 

Open Range has filed a motion to reject all remammg tower leases through the 
bankruptcy court effective November 18,2011. Open Range will pay tower rent from October 6, 
2011 through November 18,2011, for leases in place on that date. Please send us a final invoice 
for all unpaid services provided up until and including November 18, 2011. Any Open Range 
deposits must be returned to Open Range prior to Open Range remitting payment on the final 
invoice. Open Range will also pay utility obligations incurred from October 6, 2011 through 
November 18,2011, for leases in place on that date. Open Range currently has field technicians 
visiting each tower to tum off the power. 

Open Range is currently in the process of selling its assets, including deployed tower 
assets. Open Range has informed the bankruptcy court that we are seeking to complete the tower 
and asset sale process by January 13,2012. 

Open Range is progressing toward a final business shutdown which is unfortunate for all 
parties involved including our customers, employees, and you, our vendors. Your assistance, 
including tower access, is greatly appreciated as we attempt to wind down in an effective manner 
for the benefit of all parties involved. 

For more information about the Chapter 11 case, please visit the Open Range web site at 
www.openrange.net where there is a link for vendors and creditors. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Anthony Gallegos, Esq. 

Open Range Communications, Inc. 


http:www.openrange.net


W I S C " \; , I \; 

County Clerk 

Kimberlv S. Bushev 
County Clerk . 

MEMORANDUM 

December 5, 2011 

To:	 Walworth County Board of Supervisors 
David Bretl, County Administrator 

David Weber, Chairman, Executive Committee 
Executive Committee Members 

From:	 Kimberly S. Bushey, Walworth County Clerk~ 

Re:	 Increase the Per Diem Rate for the Board of Canvassers 

It has come to my attention that the current per diem paid to the Walworth County 
Board of Canvass is $30 per day. There has been no adjustment this rate in my 14 
year tenure and I am unsure when this rate was last revisited. 

As became very evident in the 2010-2011 Elections and Recounts the County 
Board of Canvass has a very important job. It is their job to review the paperwork 
and vote totals for all County, State and Federal Elections, making any technical 
corrections that may be required and certifying these results to the Government 
Accountability Board. The County Board of Canvass is also responsible for the 
conduct of the recounts of any County, State or Federal Elections. 

The County Board of Canvass is composed of two citizen members (appointed by 
the County Clerk from lists provided by the two major political parties) and the 
County Clerk. This proposed increase would apply only to the two citizen 
members. 

Last year's, elections and recounts required a significant commitment of time and 
effort of the County Board of Canvass. Many times the Board was committing a 4 
to 10 hours per day of their time to serve Walworth County. Please be advised that 
I have included in the 2012 Budget sufficient funds to cover the cost of an increase 
in their compensation to $50 per Canvass Board Member for the canvass of the 
four scheduled elections next year (2 Members x 8 days x $50= $800). 

I would respectfully request that the Executive Committee and full County Board 
consider increasing the per diem rate for the County Board of Canvass to a 
minimum of $50 per day. 

Thank you for your time and attention. 

100 W. walworth 

PO Box 1001 

Elkhorn. WI ~.lI2 I 

262.74IA2·11 tel 

21>2.741.42S7 fax 



SERYICES. INC. 

VIP Services, Inc. 
811 E. Geneva Street 
Elkhorn, WI 53121 
Tele: 262-723-4043 
Fax: 262-723-4984 
Website: 
www.vipservices-inc.org 

Board of Directors 
2011 

John G. Nanna 
President 
Lake Geneva 

John E. English 
Vice President 
Lake Geneva 

Dr. Carol L. Prchal 
Secretary 
Elkhorn 

Edward C. Scaro 
Treasurer 
Elkhorn 

Members 

Debra J. Alder 
Delavan 

Robert P. Fettig 
Darien 

Melita F. Grunow 
Lake Geneva 

Terri J. Jambor 
Lake Geneva 

Cheryl A. Brost 
Fontana 

William E. Nelson 
Lake Geneva 

Donna J. Neshek 
Elkhorn 

Robert P. Putnam 
Walworth 

Beth C. Shodeen 
Fontana 

Donald H. Vandello 
Walworth 

Cynthia D. Simonsen 
Executive Director 

CARF Accredited 

RECEIVED 
December 2, 2011 DEC 0 5 :;)11 ~\ 

Ms. Nancy Russell WALWORTH COUNTY BOARD
County Board Chairperson 
P.O. Box 1001 
Elkhorn, WI 53121 

Dear Chairperson Russell, 

VIP Services, Inc. located in Walworth County at 811 E. Geneva Street, Elkhorn, intends to apply 
to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for a federal grant for vehicles to assist in meeting 
transportation needs of the elderly and persons with disabilities in this area. Our request is for the 
following: 

Vehicle Type 
Two (2) - Mini-Buses, Accessible, single rear wheels 
with seating for 7 ambulatory and 1 wheelchair, gas 

Estimated Cost 

$44,280 each 

Total 

$ 88,560 

Four (4) - Medium Buses, Accessible with seating 
for 10 ambulatory and 2 wheelchairs, gas $54,000 each $216,000 

TOTAL $304,560 

To enhance coordination among transportation services, we want to discuss transportation issues 
with appropriate county staff. 

If a County Transportation Coordinating Committee has been formed in our county, we request 
that they be informed of our application and that we be scheduled to meet with them to discuss 
our service proposals. 

Program procedures require that we advise you of our intent to apply for this grant in order that 
you may offer comments if you so desire. Please send comments by January 16,2012 to the 
above agency and to: 

DOT -Bureau of Transit, Local Roads, Rails & Harbors 

Section 5310 Program Manager 

P.O. Box 7913 

Madison, WI 53707 


~/~
Cynthia D. Simonsen 
Executive Director 

CDS/ltd 

Empowering people with disabilities since 1970 
A United Way Agency 

http:www.vipservices-inc.org
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State of Wisconsin 
OEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Scott Walker, Governor101 S. Webster Street 
Cathy Stepp, Secretary Box: 7921 

Telephone 608-266-2621Madison WI 153707.7921 
Toll Free 1-888-936-7463 

TTY Access via relay - 711 

December 6,2011·- f'o Sf M~~ 1':2.1 '8, 
fe~e\v~ \"2..JIO 

Nancy Russell, County Board Chair 
Walworth County 
1720 Fairview Dr 
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 

Dear Chairperson: 

The Department would like to inform you that a grant from the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program. has been 
tentatively awarded to support the acquisition of 7.8 acres of land located in the Town of East Troy by The Kettle 
Moraine Land Trust for conservation and public recreational purposes. 

The state biennial budget bill enacted in 2011 includes.a provision requiring a Department notice to your Board 
stating that your Board may adopt a resolution that supports or opposes land acquisitions funded by the 
Stewardship Program.. See s. 23.0917(5t) Wis. Stats. While the Board is not obligated to hold a meeting or adopt a 
resolution, ifyou decide to do so, the Department contact is: . 

Dan Kaemmerer - Customer Support Specialist 
2300 N Dr Martin Luther King Ir Dr 
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
Telephone: 414·263~8704 
Email· danie1.kaemmerer@wisconsin.gov 

A1though a resolution for or against this land acquisition will be nonbinding, the Department is required to 
consider the resolution if it is received within 30 days of your receipt ofthis letter. 

Ifyou would like more infonnation. or have questions or concerns about the purchase, please contact me at the 
above address, by phone at 608-266-0868, or by email at Pamela.FosterFelt@Wisconsin.gov. 

Thank you for this consideration. . 

~~ 
Pamela Foster-Felt 
Stewardship Non Profit Grant Manager 

cc: Dan Kaemmerer - SER 
Gerald Peterson, President, Kettle Moraine Land Trust 

dnr.wi.gov 
wisconsin.gov Naturally. WISCONSIN 

http:wisconsin.gov
http:dnr.wi.gov
mailto:Pamela.FosterFelt@Wisconsin.gov
mailto:danie1.kaemmerer@wisconsin.gov


CITY OF LAKE GENEVA
 
626 GENEVA STREET
 

LAKE GENEVA, WISCONSIN 53147
 
(262) 249-4098· Fax (262) 248-4715
 

www.cityoflakegeneva.com
 

DENNIS E. JORDAN 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR RECEIVED 

• DEC 02 2011 
December 1, 2011 

WALWORm COVNTYBOARD 

Shane Crawford
 

Deputy County Admin., Walworth County
 

W4097 Co. Rd. NN
 

Elkhorn, WI 53121
 

RE: County "H" 

Dear Shane: 

The Lake Geneva Common Council reviewed the County's offer to upgrade County Road "H" to City 

standards and then turn it over to the City as a City street to be maintained by the City. Because of the 

cuts imposed on the City's GTE funding this year and the uncertainty of future transportation funding, 

the Common Council voted to leave County "H" a County road. 

Best regards, 

DI<./?-i,...,/)·L<7 
Dennis E. Jordan 

Cc:	 Nancy Russell, County Board Chair 

Jim Connors, Mayor City of Lake Geneva 

File 



STATE OF WISCONSIN 
DEPAl?T1lfENT OF AfILITARY AFFAIRS 
-<l!''''''"",'f)o''''''i'-"",V;-"",,,')o''''''i'-'''''V;-'''''V;-'''''<;>O'''''V;--<l!V;-~'''''<;>O''''''''''''''''V;-''''''''''''''''V;-~ 

DIVISION OF' E:MERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
Ill'iall ,-;atula "'('011 Walkrr 
\tiministralor Governor 

RECEIVEDH('lIndl J. SdlliesllIau 
Soulla'fIst R('~ional Ilin'rlor 
2111:' E. ,\lol"('lalid BII d. 
Wanl;esha, \\ I. 5JIIUJ-29U2 	 DEC 0 8 :~11 

December 7,2011 

WALWOR1H COUNTYBOARD 
Ms. Nancy Russell 
County Board Cnairperson 
PO. Box 1001 
Elkhorn, WI 53121 

Re 	 FFY 2011 Second Half Progress Report 

Dear Ms. Russell, 

The Southeast Region office of Emergency Management has received and reviewed the half-year 
reports submitted by County Directors of Emergency Management for the second half period of 
April 01 th~ough' September 30. 2011. The following i? an excerpt from the Southeast Region 
report as It relates to your county: 

Jhe"birector reviewed and updated the County Emergency Operations Basic Plan and Annexes 
A, 'E, G, I J K, EOC Phone List and the Countywide/Strategic Plan; ten Off-site plans were also 
updated, The County Director participated in Regional Interoperability Emergency 
Communications planning and the SE Region Collaboration meetings. 

The County Director c:ttended numerous meetings including: MABAS Division 5, Walworth 
County EMS, and Walworth County Chiefs of Police. The Director participated in three 
Exercises/Drills including a simulated tornado at Gateway Technical College in Elkhorn and 
responded to numerous events including: a semi-tanker full of gasoline and a high wind event, 
which caused approximately $800.000 In damage to a County facility, The Director continues to 
seek additional Emergency Management training and pursues all avenues that will protect and 
benefit the citizens of Walworth County. Payment of EfvlPG and EPCRA grants is recommended 
for the second reporting period. 

If you have any questions regarding your county's emergency management plan of work, or my 
comments in this report, please feel free to contact me at any time. 

mn~ 
Bennett J, dnliesman, Director 
Southeast Region, VVEM 

Cc 	 Lt, John Ennis. Vvai,','orth County emergency Mar.ugement 
Regional File 


