
FEBRUARY 12, 2013 SESSION 

OF THE 

WALWORTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

 

The Walworth County Board Committee of the Whole meeting was called to order by Chair Russell at 

5:00 p.m. at the Government Center, 100 W. Walworth Street, Elkhorn, Wisconsin. 

 

Roll Call 
 

Roll Call was conducted and the following Supervisors were present:  Richard Brandl, Tim 

Brellenthin, Vice-Chair Jerry A. Grant, Daniel G. Kilkenny, Kenneth H. Monroe, Carl Redenius, Joe 

Schaefer, David A. Weber, and Chair Nancy Russell.  Tim Schiefelbein and Rick Stacey were absent. 

 

 The purpose of the meeting is:   
 

o Presentation by the Wisconsin Farm Technology Days, Inc. Regarding Wisconsin Farm 

Technologies Days and Host County Responsibilities  

 

Peg Reedy, UW-Extension, introduced Ron Schuler, General Manager of Wisconsin Farm Technology 

Days, Inc.  Mr. Schuler delivered a presentation on Wisconsin Farm Technology Days (WFTD).  He 

gave a brief history of the show, which was formed in 1954 and formerly call called Wisconsin Farm 

Progress Days Incorporated.  Mr. Schuler stated the purpose of WFTD is to promote a prosperous and 

permanent agriculture for Wisconsin by conducting Wisconsin Farm Progress in communities of the 

state with:  agriculture contests, conservation demonstrations, machinery exhibits, agricultural tours, 

educational events, and programs and displays.  He also stated they have had 59 shows in 38 counties 

with an average attendance of 40,000-60,000.  The official program from the 2012 show in Outagamie 

County and a brochure for the 2013 show in Barron County were distributed to those present.     

 

Mr. Schuler gave an overview of the county selection criteria.  The board of directors meets in April 

each year and selects the host county.  In selection of a county, they are looking for letters of support 

from the County UW-Extension office, District and State UW-Extension, county committees, County 

Board of Supervisors, and County Agri-business.  Other factors in selecting a county include the 

number of farms in the county and neighboring counties, availability of hotel rooms, crops and 

livestock, potential exhibitors, county highway system, and start-up funds from the county.  In the past, 

WFTD has asked the county for $20,000 in start-up funds and they ask that the start-up funds be paid 

back to the county after the show. 

 

Mr. Schuler discussed the needs for the show site, which includes 400-450 acres of land with three 

entrances/exits for the area.  The land would consist of 60 acres for tent city (exhibits), 100 acres for 

parking, and 250 acres for field demonstrations.  The land for parking and tent city needs to be level 

and in forages.  They also prefer to have one farm operator.  Mr. Schuler stated they ask to see a 

financial statement for the farm to ensure the farm is going to be in business for a while.   

 

Supervisor Stacey arrived at 5:30 p.m.     

 

Mr. Schuler gave an overview of show management.  The WFTD board of directors sets State policy 

and is represented by the general manager.  Board membership includes agencies, exhibitors, and 
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farmers.  The county executive committee will manage the show at the county level.  The county 

executive committee will consist of 12-14 members, which will include an Agriculture Extension agent 

as secretary and an individual from a financial institution serving as treasurer.  Show management 

includes approximately 14 committees.  Mr. Schuler discussed the support the county would receive 

from WFTD, which include setting policies, define responsibilities of committees, provide documents 

and contracts, show promotion, extension support, and scholarships.  He stated a media day is held six 

days prior to the start of the show.   

 

Mr. Schuler gave an overview of the benefits to the county.  A study completed by UW-River Falls 

found the total impact of WFTD was $1.86 million, 33 jobs, and generated$191,000 in additional 

taxes.  Other benefits include leadership development and education and extension.   

 

Vice-Chair Grant asked if any farmers from Walworth County have applied to host WFTD.  Mr. 

Schuler stated they select the county first then they will take applications from local farmers.  

Administrator Bretl asked if it would be timely start the process now and if the county selects the local 

farm.  Schuler stated the county selects the farmer with input by WFTD.  Supervisor Weber asked if 

WFTD would be in competition with the Walworth County Fair and if the show would miss out on 

tourist activity with it being during the week.  Schuler stated the show would be scheduled so it would 

not interfere with the fair.  He also stated it is difficult to obtain exhibitors for weekends, but it has 

been discussed.  Vice-Chair Grant asked if the county makes a commitment to the show if they are 

locked into it.  Schuler stated it would be hard to find another county if the selected county backed out 

and this has never happened to his knowledge.  He said WFTD tries to accommodate as best as they 

can.  Supervisor Weber asked how the host farm is compensated.  Schuler said they are provided with 

seed and fertilizer.  He also said the host farmer is also able to receive deals from exhibitors.  Vice-

Chair Grant asked about the county providing the initial start-up funds and receiving those funds after 

the show.  Schuler stated they ask that the start-up funds be returned to the county; however, there are 

other operating costs to the county as well.   

 

Adjournment 

 

On motion by Supervisor Brandl, seconded by Supervisor Weber, the meeting was adjourned at 5:57 

p.m.   

 

STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 

    ) SS 

COUNTY OF WALWORTH) 

 

I, Kimberly S. Bushey, County Clerk in and for the County aforesaid, do hereby certify that the 

foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings of the County Board of Supervisors for the 

February 12, 2013 Committee of the Whole Meeting.   

 


