
 JULY 12, 2016 SESSION 

OF THE 

WALWORTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

 

The Walworth County Board Committee of the Whole meeting was called to order by Chair Russell at 

2:50 p.m. at the Government Center, 100 W. Walworth Street, Elkhorn, Wisconsin. 

 

Roll Call 
 

Roll Call was conducted and the following Supervisors were present:  Tim Brellenthin, Kathy 

Ingersoll, Vice-Chair Daniel G. Kilkenny, Kenneth H. Monroe, Charlene Staples, Randy Timms, 

David A. Weber, Paul Yvarra, and Chair Nancy Russell.  Susan M. Pruessing arrived at 3:10 p.m. and 

Joe Schaefer arrived at 3:17 p.m.  A quorum was established. 

 

Others in Attendance: 

County staff:  David Bretl, County Administrator, John Orr, Director of Information Technology, Eric 

Nitschke, Director of Central Services, John Miller, Facilities Manager, Michael Cotter, Director of 

Land Use and Resource Management (LURM), and Elizabeth Aldred, Director of Health and Human 

Services (HHS) 
 

 The purpose of the meeting is: 
 

o County Board Room Upgrades 
 

County Administrator David Bretl gave a brief overview of the past and present County Board rooms 

and stated the purpose of the meeting is to obtain upgrade ideas and a consensus for the 2017 budget.  

He stated the current County Board room is used for multiple committees and groups, which require a 

different configuration for their individual needs.   

 

John Miller, Facilities Manager, distributed a packet with three room configurations and gave a brief 

overview of each.   

1. Current layout of the County Board room. 

2. Proposed layout presenting a “V” seating chart incorporating equipment within the room where 

the audience would have a clear view of the County Board. 

3. Proposed layout presenting a curved table that would require custom construction.  

Miller stated the current electrical outlets could be utilized, which would be conducive to a cost 

savings due to the 10” concrete flooring.  He spoke briefly about the steps, platform structure, and 

closet to the left of the platform that are hiding required infrastructure.   

 

Bretl stated technology is a large part of the update.  John Orr, Director of Information Technology, 

stated the microphone engages the camera by pushing the speak button.  He said there have been 

challenges with both the microphones and cameras which have to pan multiple areas.  Orr stated that 

Miller’s second and third proposals would require one camera. 

 

Discussion then focused on: 

- Pros and cons of the curved table with committee meetings, managers and/or presenters. 

- Bringing the “V” Supervisor tables closer to the elevated platform and possibly elevating those 

tables. 
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- Studies relating to raised platforms and how the public perceives the members of the Board. 

- How the current configuration reflects respect for the County Board Chair, Clerk, etc. 

- Should the County Board face the public and how the public’s facial expressions and/or 

reactions could affect the Supervisor’s decision(s). 

- Recording features both audio and visual, streaming throughout the building, and viewing from 

an offsite location. 

 

Michael Cotter, Director of Land Use and Resource Management (LURM) recommended installing 

larger television screens with USB and HDMI ports.   

 

Elizabeth Aldred, Director of Health and Human Services (HHS), stated the Health and Human 

Services Board has Citizen Representatives that currently sit at the side tables.  She asked the County 

Board of Supervisors to keep in mind the different committees when considering the proposed 

configurations and technology so that all members are seated together. 

 

County Clerk Kimberly Bushey stated there are microphones in the ceiling that are used with the 

recording device for minute taking and recommended they be maintained.  She reminded the 

Supervisors that the County Board voting system should be considered when they make the room 

updates. 

  

Director of Central Services Eric Nitschke thanked everyone for their comments and stated the 

feedback will be used to consider the functionality and logistics of the room. 

 

Bretl stated the plan is to move forward with a room configuration similar to the current one with an 

upgrade in technology.  Nitschke and Miller are to work with the Public Works Committee, who will 

need to approve the plans/contracts and, if necessary initiate a budget amendment. 

 

Comment Period by Members of the Public Concerning the County Board Room Upgrades 

 

There was none. 

 

Adjournment 

 

On motion by Supervisor Kilkenny, second by Supervisor Weber, the meeting was adjourned at 3:43 

p.m.   
 

Prepared By:  Trisha Sommers, Administrative Clerk 

Submitted By: Kimberly S. Bushey, County Clerk   
 

STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 

    ) SS 

COUNTY OF WALWORTH ) 
 

I, Kimberly S. Bushey, County Clerk in and for the County aforesaid, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a 

true and correct copy of the proceedings of the County Board of Supervisors for the July 12, 2016 Committee of 

the Whole Meeting.   
 


