
 

Walworth County Land Conservation Committee 
MINUTES 

Monday, April 21, 2008 at 1:34 p.m. 
 

Walworth County Government Center 
Committee Meeting Room 111 

Elkhorn, WI   53121 
 

The meeting was called to order at 1:34 p.m. 
 
Roll call - Committee members present included: Supervisors Hawkins, and Kilkenny and Citizen Member 
Petersen.  USDA/FSA Representative Papcke, and Supervisor Ingersoll were absent, excused.  A quorum 
was declared. 
 
County staff present –Michael Cotter, Director of Land Use & Resource Management (LURM); Louise 
Olson, Deputy Director, LURM; and Joeann Douglas, Recording Secretary  
 
Also in attendance –. Nancy Russell, County Board Chair; and Greg Igl, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS). 
 
Supervisors Hawkins and Kilkenny moved and seconded approval of the agenda. The motion carried 
3-0. 
 
Supervisors Hawkins and Citizen Member Petersen moved and seconded approval of the March 17, 
2008 minutes. The motion carried 3-0. 
 
Public Comment – None 
 
Chairperson Nominations - Supervisor Hawkins nominated Supervisor Kilkenny as Chairperson.  
Seconded by Citizen Member Peterson.  There were no further nominations.  Supervisor Hawkins 
and Citizen Member Peterson moved and seconded to close the nominations. Motion carried 3-0.   
 
Chairperson Elections  - Supervisor Hawkins and Citizen Member Peterson moved and seconded to 
elect Supervisor Kilkenny as Chairperson.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Nominations - Chairperson Kilkenny and Citizen Member Peterson moved and 
seconded to nominate Randy Hawkins as Vice Chairperson.  There were no further nominations.  
Citizen Member Petersen and Chairperson Kilkenny moved and seconded to close the nominations.  
Motion carried 3-0.  
 
Vice Chairperson Elections - Chairperson Kilkenny and Citizen Member Peterson moved and 
seconded to elect Randy Hawkins as Vice Chairperson.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Roll of Land Conservation Committee – Michael Cotter introduced Louise Olson, LURM Deputy Director 
and County Conservationist and Greg Igl, USDA NRCS District Conservationist.  Mr Igl gave a brief 
explanation and handout of the role of the NRCS.  Ms Olson gave an overview of the roll of the LCC and 
how they interface with the various state and federal agencies.  She explained the LCC also acts as a liaison 
representative for Lake Districts, Drainage Districts and Sanitary Districts.  Ms Olson gave the committee 
the Land Conservation Committee Handbook, 2007 Annual Report, Land and Water Resource 
Management 5-Year Work Plan summary, and several other handouts related to LCC responsibilities and 
programs.  Ms Olson explained how federal and state monies are funneled down to counties from the 
various agencies that provide funding to landowners for projects that reduce sediment and pollution to lakes 
and streams.  Federal and state monies are also provided for some of the staffing needs to implement 
programs.  Ms Olson explained the programs and local conservation ordinances.  One possible future need 
to be addressed through conservation may be groundwater issues.  Ms Olson said Walworth County is quite 
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different than the other 7 SE area counties because we are still very rural and we have uniform county-wide 
zoning.  Michael Cotter added that the LCC Committee sometimes is involved in Lake District boundary 
changes and conducts the public hearings.   
 
Vilas County Resolution 2008-34-Opposition of H.R. 2421, The Clean Water Restoration Act of 2007 -  
Michael Cotter said Walworth County has already gone on record as supporting the Clean Water 
Restoration Act of 2007.  Chairperson Kilkenny and Citizen Member Petersen moved and seconded to 
place the Vilas County Resolution 2008-34 Opposition of H.R. 2421, The Clean Water Restoration 
Act of 2007 on file.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Lake Management District Representative Nominations – Mr Cotter said Ch 33 indicates LCC members 
have first opportunity to serve on the Lake Management District of their choice.  If LCC members have no 
interest, county board members would be asked and if no county board members are interested in serving, it 
would then be offered to citizens to act as a LCC representative for the lake district. with the appointments 
the responsibility of the LCC.  Not all Lake Management Districts are as active as others, and some have 
only a few meetings a year. Chairperson Kilkenny suggested asking Mr Bretl to inquire if there is any 
interest by county board members through his solicitation memo.  County Board Chair Russell suggested 
making a form that would allow people to indicate their preference and asked Ms Olson to find out when 
each Lake Management District meets. Supervisor Hawkins and Citizen Member Petersen moved and 
seconded tabling the Lake Management District Representative Nomination until the next LCC 
Meeting.  Motion carried 3-0.   
 
Southeast Area Land and Water Association Representative Nomination – Ms Olson said SE Area meets 
approximately 3 times per year and the representative at the SE area level does not have to be an elected 
position.  However, the SE Area appoints a representative to the state who must be an elected individual.  
Terms are 2 years in duration.  There is also a staff representative.  Ms Olson is currently serving as the SE 
Area Treasurer and staff representative. The SE Area is the county’s avenue to make changes to things like 
statutes and resolutions at the state level.  Supervisor  Hawkins and Citizen Member Petersen moved 
and seconded to table the Southeast Area Land and Water Association Representative Nomination.  
Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association (WLWCA) Board Appointment  - Ms Olson 
reiterated that only elected positions are allowed to have a vote if they are sitting on a state committee like 
WLWCA.  Ms Olson said she could ask Julian Zelazny, WLWCA Executive Director to come to a future 
meeting.  
 
Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association’s Thursday Note – Ms Olson said she will submit the 
new members names to the WLWCA Thursday Note.   
 
Next Meeting Date – Monday, May 19, 2008 1:30 P.M. 
 
Adjournment - On motion and second by Supervisor Hawkins and Citizen Member Petersen, 
Chairman Kilkenny adjourned the meeting at approximately 2:30 p.m.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Submitted by Joeann Douglas, Recording Secretary.  Minutes are not considered final until approved by the 
committee at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 


