
 

Walworth County Land Conservation Committee 
MINUTES 

Monday, October 20, 2008 at 1:30 p.m. 
 

Walworth County Government Center   
Committee Meeting Room 111  

Elkhorn, WI   53121 
 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Kilkenny at 1:40 p.m. 
 
Roll call - Committee members present included: Supervisors Hawkins, Kilkenny, Ingersoll, Citizen 
Member Burwell, USDA/FSA Representative Henningfeld.  A quorum was declared. 
 
County staff present – David Bretl, Walworth County Administrator; Michael Cotter, Director of Land Use 
& Resource Management (LURM); Louise Olson, Deputy Director, LURM; and Joeann Douglas, 
Recording Secretary  
 
Also in attendance –. David Terrall, USDA Wildlife Service 
 
On motion by Chair Kilkenny, Supervisors Hawkins and Ingersoll moved and seconded approval of 
the agenda. The motion carried 5-0. 
 
On motion by Chair Kilkenny, Citizen Member Burwell and Supervisor Hawkins moved and 
seconded approval of the September 15, 2008 minutes. The motion carried 5-0. 
 
Public Comment – none 
 
USDA Wildlife Services, Crop Price Approval, 2009 Budget Approval and New Cooperative 
Agreement - David Terrall, USDA Wildlife Services explained the wildlife damage rules and program 
fundamentals are established by the DNR with the counties being reimbursed $250. for administrative 
duties.  The money for damage claims is basically a pass through.  Michael Cotter said the Town of 
East Troy will have rifle hunting for the first time. Rainbow Springs area is being opened up for 
hunting and he had safety concerns.  Mr Terrall said the DNR hunting rules do not supersede any local 
ordinances and suggested any township could pass an ordinance against rifle hunting.  Mr Terrall 
explained the proposed wildlife abatement budget with total funding of $11,698.95 which is an 
increase of $3,100 from last year.  The DNR does not pay on the first $250 damage to the landowner.  
He also said 2008 crop price proposals were based on a 12-month average based on commodities 
prices, hay auctions, and local elevators/feed mills.  Walworth County claims are primarily from 
grains.  On motion by Citizen Member Burwell and seconded by Supervisor Hawkins, the 
committee voted to approve the USDA Wildlife Services Walworth County Crop Price Proposal; 
the 2009 Walworth WDACP Preliminary Budget; and the new Cooperative Agreement.  Motion 
carried 5-0   
 
Correspondence with Forest County and Oconto County Opposing the Forest-wide Travel Management 
Project Plan in the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest. – No action is necessary.  A memo from Louise 
Olson was placed on file. 
 
Working Lands Initiative Report/WCA Conference – Louise Olson attended with Nancy Russell.  
Proposals consist of Farmland Preservation Program changes; Agricultural Enterprise Areas; Purchase of 
Agricultural Conservation Easements; and Land Planning Grants.  Working Lands Initiative Report is in 
draft form.  Ms. Olson will continue to report to the LCC as the proposals become firm.  A copy of Ms 
Olson’s report and correspondence with DATCP is on file.  Michael Cotter pointed out the importance of 
Ms Olson’s comments to DATCP. 
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Chairperson Approval for Proxy Voting at the WLWCA Convention – Chair Kilkenny signed the voting 
proxy form appointing Dorothy Burwell as the official delegate to the WLWCA Convention with no 
opposition. 
 
Southeastern Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association Area Tour – Ms Olson provided a draft 
agenda of 2009 Tour being hosted by Walworth County.  The tour comprised of conservation activities 
around Geneva Lake and will be viewed primarily from the lake via boat.  The boat tour portion is 
approximately 3 hours including catered luncheon and Southeast Area business meeting on the boat.  
Harold Friestad, Gage Marine, made a very generous offer for the boat rental with luncheon included for 
$40./person.  Ms Olson e-mailed other counties for their reaction to the cost which is slightly higher than 
other years ($25-$30).  Response has been very positive.  The $40 paid by attendees will cover expenses 
with any overages covered by Southeast Area at no cost to the county.  In addition to members of the 
Southeastern Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association members, other elected officials will be 
invited including the governor, as well as other elected officials from units of government including 
DATCP, DNR, and USDA.  Ms Olson said this was a unique opportunity for supervisors and staff to 
attend. 
 
Next Meeting Date – Monday, November 17, 2008 1:30 P.M.  
 
Adjournment - On motion and second by Supervisor Ingersoll and USDA/FSA Representative 
Henningfeld, Chair Kilkenny adjourned the meeting at approximately 2:15 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Submitted by Joeann Douglas, Recording Secretary.  Minutes are not considered final until approved by the 
committee at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 


