
 

Walworth County Land Conservation Committee 
MINUTES 

Monday, February 16, 2009 at 1:30 p.m. 
 

Walworth County Government Center   
Committee Meeting Room 111  

Elkhorn, WI   53121 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Kilkenny at 1:41 p.m. 
 
Roll call - Committee members present included: Supervisors Hawkins, Ingersoll, Kilkenny, Citizen 
Member Burwell,  and USDA/FSA Representative Henningfeld.  A quorum was declared. 
 
County staff present –Michael Cotter, Director of Land Use & Resource Management (LURM); 
Louise Olson, Deputy Director, LURM; and Joeann Douglas, Recording Secretary  
 
Also in attendance –. Nancy Russell, Walworth County Board Chair; David Terrall, USDA Wildlife 
Services; Gerald Petersen, and Lori Artiomow, Kettle Moraine Land Trust; Joseph McHugh, Geneva 
Lake Conservancy; Robert McIndoe, Supervisor, Town of Spring Prairie; Bill Mangold, Chair, Town 
of Lyons, Robert Arnold; Paul Moderacki, Village of Mukwonago; Wayne Redenius, Town of 
Richmond; and Bill Shimer, Town of Darien. 
 
Supervisor Ingersoll and Citizen Member Burwell moved and seconded approval of the agenda. 
The motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Hawkins and Citizen Member Burwell moved and seconded approval of the 
November 17, 2008 minutes. The motion carried 5-0. 
 
Public Comment – none 
 
Wildlife Abatement Claims – David Terrall gave a summary of 2008 Wildlife Damage in Walworth 
County.  Jacob Keizer had goose damage of $720.38 on his winter wheat field.  Citizen Member 
Burwell made a motion to approve the 2008 Wildlife Damage claim summary as presented.  
Supervisor Hawkins seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0 
 
Correspondence from Kimberly Roper regarding Save Our Swans and Racine County Resolution 
Number 2008-78 regarding the Mute Swan – Michael Cotter explained that the DNR were very 
determined to making sure mute swans were controlled and felt it would be in the County’s best 
interest not to interfere.  Citizen Member Burwell made a motion to place the correspondence and 
resolution regarding the mute swan on file.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Ingersoll.  
Motion carried 5-0  
 
Communication From the Department of Natural Resources  regarding a Public Notice of an Air 
Pollution Permit Application review – Michael Cotter said the permit application correspondence 
regarding Plymouth Tube Company, East Troy was after-the-fact and for information.  Citizen 
Burwell made a motion to place the communication regarding a Public Notice of an Air Pollution 
permit application review on file.  Seconded by Randy Hawkins.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Annual Progress Report – Louise Olson said the progress 
report was a summary of important conservation issues and activities in Wisconsin.  She explained that 
one of the tools used to measure soil erosion is the transect survey where staff members look at crop 
residue, slope, crop history, erosion, land use, etc..  Nancy Russell added that Walworth County was 
the only southeastern county where the tolerable erosion rates showed there was less erosion in 2007 
than there was in 2006. 
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Correspondence from Senator Russell Feingold to Louise Olson – Louise Olson said the Feingold 
correspondence talked about what is being done to maintain clean water.  Senator Feingold is also 
looking for environmental program suggestions, but due to the economic challenges, legislators are 
focusing more on mortgages, and towards economical hardships and people losing their homes. 
 
Correspondence from the Kettle Moraine Land Trust regarding their Conservation Workshop – Gerald 
Petersen said that in 2001 Walworth County had an educational workshop with Randall Arndt 
speaking about conservation subdivisions.  The Land Trust is now trying to educate developers further 
with another workshop with Randall Arndt also as keynote speaker on May 7-8, 2009 at George 
Williams College. He asked for County sponsorship with the county logo included on the flyer and 
mentioned other associations/people such as Geneva Lakes Conservancy, Lauderdale Lakes Lake 
Management District, and developer, Randy Thelen, and others that have agreed to sponsor this event.  
He also asked that we provide a county staff person to answer questions during the workshop.  Michael 
Cotter said there was no money in the budget for sponsorship and that financial matters and logo use 
would have to go through the County Board.  Michael also explained that several townships would 
look unfavorably on county interference in township regulation of out lots.  One town believes planned 
residential development is illegal.  Donald Henningfeld asked for the county definition of a 
subdivision, which, in C-2 Zoning is, a division of land creating 5 or more lots, a minimum of 5 acres 
(in conventional design).  In a conservation subdivision, 60% of the land is set aside, with the same 
amount of homes being placed on the remaining 40%, creating open space.  An increase in density of 
5% is allowed for such things as a trail going through the property.  Discussion followed regarding 
having the county’s staff person available for questions during the land trust seminar.  Mr Petersen said 
there was a one-hour question and answer period that would only require a staff person to be at the 
seminar for a short period of time.  Citizen Member Burwell made a motion to have a LURM staff 
member present at the Conservation Workshop to answer questions with a disclaimer indicating 
the county takes a neutral position regarding Conservation Subdivisions on the program.  
Seconded by Supervisor Hawkins.  Motion carrier 5-0. 
 
American Farmland Trust and State Agriculture Department Announces Next Group of Working 
Lands Workshops – Louise Olson said she and Nancy Russell had attended a previous workshop and 
said she will try to send one of her staff to an upcoming workshop to keep abreast of the future of 
Wisconsin’s working lands initiatives. 
 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection correspondence related to SWRM Grants -  
Louise Olson said she had received correspondence indicating there would be a delay in SWRM funds 
but that DATCP would try to keep money available for staffing needs first before practice funds.  At 
this point, she does not know how much money will be available; she will keep the committee 
informed.  Michael Cotter added it is a credit to Ms Olson that she has pursued the matter all the way 
to DATCP Secretary Rod Nilsestuen.  This puts Walworth County into a good informal position for  
funds when they are made available. 
 
Update – Regional Water Supply Plan for Southeastern Wisconsin Newsletter 3 – The regional water 
supply plan has not yet been approved.   
 
Correspondence From Butch Eucker regarding the Regional Water Supply Plan for Southeastern 
Wisconsin – Nancy Russell asked SEWRPC about Mr Eucker’s letter recommending disapproval of 
the SEWRPC Regional Water Supply Plan for 2035.  SEWRPC will be drafting a response which is 
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strictly advisory.  Alternative Plan 2, Limited Expansion of Lake Michigan and Shallow 
Groundwater Aquifer Supplies is now the recommended plan.  Much of the plan does not apply to 
Walworth County, since we do not have the problems that other counties such as Waukesha does. 
 
‘Thursday Note” WLWCA Issues and Update – Louise Olson said the “Thursday Note” is an update of 
land and water conservation issues and also reminded the LCC that Conservation Lobby Day is 
February 25 in Madison.  Citizen Member Burwell said she had attended previous Lobby Day’s, will 
be attending this year, and felt they are extremely beneficial. 
 
Correspondence from Gathering Waters Conservancy Regarding Sponsoring 2nd Annual Land Legacy 
Gathering – Michael Cotter indicated that there is nothing in the budget for sponsorship of the Land 
Legacy Gathering.  Supervisor Hawkins made a motion to place the Gathering Waters 
Conservancy correspondence on file.  Citizen Member Burwell seconded it.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Next Meeting Date – Monday, March 16, 2009 1:30 p.m., if necessary. 
 
Adjournment - On motion and second by Supervisor Hawkins and Citizen Member Burwell, 
Chair Kilkenny adjourned the meeting at approximately 2:39 
 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Submitted by Joeann Douglas, Recording Secretary.  Minutes are not considered final until approved 
by the committee at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 


