
 

 
Walworth County Board of Supervisors 

Land Conservation Committee Meeting Minutes 

Monday, July 25, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. 

Walworth County Government Center 

 County Board Room 114 

100 W. Walworth Street, Elkhorn, Wisconsin 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Charlene Staples at 2:03 p.m. 

 

Roll call was conducted.  Members present included, Vice Chair Dan Kilkenny, Supervisor Nancy Russell, Chair 

Charlene Staples, and Citizen Member Rosemary Badame.  USDA/FSA Representative Matthew Polyock was 

excused.  A quorum was declared.    

 

Others in Attendance:   
County Staff: David Bretl, County Administrator; Michael Cotter, Director of Land Use and Resource Management 

(LURM)/Deputy Corporation Counsel; Shannon Haydin, LURM Deputy Director; Merilee Holst, Geneva Lake 

Conservancy; Charlie Handel, Lake Manager for Delavan Lake at Delavan Lake Sanitary District; and John 

Surinak, District President, Delavan Lake Sanitary Management 

 

On motion by Supervisor Kilkenny, second by Citizen Member Badame, the agenda was approved with no 

withdrawals. 

 

On motion by Supervisor Kilkenny, second by Citizen Member Badame, the June 20, 2016 Land 

Conservation Committee meeting minutes were approved. 

 

Public Comment – There was none.     

 

New Business 

▪ Discussion/Possible Action – Healthy Lakes Request / Delavan Lakes Sanitary District  

 

Shannon Haydin, Land Use and Resource Management (LURM) Deputy Director referred to Pages 4 thru 7 of the 

packet and gave a brief overview of the Delavan Lakes Sanitary District Resolution Number 4 of 2016 requesting 

Walworth County to adopt the Wisconsin’s Healthy Lakes Implementation Plan and reduce or waive fees for such 

programs.  Haydin stated vegetative buffers and other types of shoreland improvements require a permit and fee, 

depending on the level of disturbed area.  Haydin stated that staff looked at projects that would be eligible for 

funding under the Healthy Lakes Initiative and proposes projects with 0-350 square feet of disturbed area, the 

permit is free and anything over 350 square feet is a $50 fee.  She said LURM is looking for a reduction in fees for 

projects similar to the projects eligible for the Healthy Lakes Initiative grant.  Haydin stated applicants will not be 

required to partake in the Healthy Lakes program.  She said a true rain garden requires a significant amount of 

disturbance with excavation of 3 to 5 feet, installation of underdrains, etc., and that the maximum fee would be 

$225.  Discussion then focused on current shoreland zoning requirements and fees.  Michael Cotter, Director of 

LURM/Deputy Corporation Counsel, stated the rain garden is not currently listed on the fee schedule. He said it 

would be advantageous to submit the proposed updated fee schedule to the Finance Department for the budget 

process so that it could be implemented by September.  Supervisor Russell encouraged LURM to create a pamphlet 

to inform the public and draw awareness to the program.  Charlie Handel, Lake Manager for Delavan Lake at 

Delavan Lake Sanitary District, stated the Healthy Lakes grant is scheduled to disburse February 1, 2017.  John 

Surinak, President of Delavan Lake Sanitary District, stated the resolution was passed in order to protect and 

improve the lake.  He said the Delavan Lake Sanitary District is attempting to partner with others to receive any 

available grants.   

 

▪ Discussion/Possible Action – Correspondence from Citizen Member Rosemary Badame regarding the recent 

failure of the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to no longer consider the “cumulative impacts” and 

effects of high-capacity wells on streams, rivers and lakes when reviewing applications for new wells  
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Citizen Member Rosemary Badame gave a brief statement regarding her concerns with high-capacity wells and the 

impact on the water table within Walworth County.  She is not certain how to proceed or who to contact.  

Discussion focused on the abandonment of deep aquifers and turning to shallow aquifers for municipal wells, who 

has authority to regulate high-capacity wells and their effects, and whether or not other counties within the region 

are joining together and discussing their situations.  Cotter stated Walworth County paid for a water supply study 

completed by SEWRPC approximately 5 years ago and the report is located in the LURM Department.  Haydin 

reported that she was recently informed at the County Conservationists Meeting in Wisconsin Rapids that some of 

the wells in Walworth County are showing high levels of nitrates, particularly in the Southwest corner.  Cotter 

stated Walworth County needs to start thinking about protecting the recharge areas.  Chair Staples directed LURM 

to request a speaker from SEWRPC to come before the Committee to explain the water supply report and direct the 

Committee on how to utilize it.     

 

Confirmation of next meeting – The next meeting was confirmed for Monday, September 12, 2016, 2:00 p.m.   

 

Adjournment 

 

On motion by Supervisor Kilkenny, second by Citizen Member Badame, the meeting adjourned at 2:39 p.m.  

Motion carried 4-0. 

               
Submitted by Trisha Sommers, Administrative Clerk.  Meeting minutes are not considered final until approved by the 

committee at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 

 


