
 

 
           Walworth County Board of Supervisors 

Land Conservation Committee Meeting Minutes 

Monday, September 12, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. 

Walworth County Government Center 

 County Board Room 114 

100 W. Walworth Street, Elkhorn, Wisconsin 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Charlene Staples at 2:20 p.m. 

 

Roll call was conducted.  Members present included, Chair Charlene Staples, Supervisor Nancy Russell, and 

Citizen Member Rosemary Badame.  Vice Chair Daniel Kilkenny was excused and USDA/FSA Representative 

Matthew Polyock was absent.  A quorum was declared.    

 

Others in Attendance:   
County Staff: David Bretl, County Administrator; Michael Cotter, Director of Land Use and Resource Management 

(LURM)/Deputy Corporation Counsel; Shannon Haydin, LURM Deputy Director; Fay Amerson, LURM Urban 

Conservation Specialist; Brian Smetana, LURM Sr. Rural Technician; and Michael Hahn of Southeastern 

Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC) 

 

On motion by Citizen Member Badame, second by Supervisor Russell, the agenda was approved with no 

withdrawals. 

 

On motion by Supervisor Russell, second by Citizen Member Badame, the July 25, 2016 Land Conservation 

Committee meeting minutes were amended to correct a spelling error of the word aquifer on Page 3, Line 3 

in two locations, and to include the words “for municipal wells”.  The minutes as amended were approved. 

 

Public Comment – There was none.     

 

New Business 

▪ Discussion/Possible Action – SEWRPC water study report discussion  

 

Michael Cotter, Director of Land Use and Resource Management (LURM)/Deputy Corporation Counsel, 

introduced Michael Hahn of Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC).  Hahn gave a 

brief presentation entitled “A Review of the Implications of Recent Legal Decisions and Actions Regarding High 

Capacity Wells”, which highlighted: 

- Summary of Legal Concepts and Decisions/Timeline 

- Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) Review of High Capacity Well Applications/Review 

Process 

- Groundwater/Surface Water Planning Recommendations in the Southeastern Wisconsin Region  

- 2010 SEWRPC Regional Water Supply Plan (RWSP) 

- 2009 Troy Bedrock Valley Groundwater Modeling Program 

- 2006 Village of Eagle Demonstration Sub-Model 

- In Progress - Cumulative Impacts of Groundwater Withdrawals on Groundwater-Dependent Aquatic 

Resources in the Mukwonago River Watershed (Nature Conservancy, UW-Extension, Wisconsin 

Geological & Natural History Survey, and U.S. Geological Survey) 

 

Chair Staples inquired if something should be enacted with the county plan in order to monitor and adjust for 

current and future water needs.  Hahn stated the SEWRPC RWSP reviews individual water supplies and offers 

recommendations as to what should be done to accommodate the needs going forward through the year 2035.  He 

said the DNR is the regulatory agency and ultimately has the final word.   

 

Supervisor Russell stated there is a need to contact the State legislature, as there is conflicting interest in water 

needs throughout the state, for example:  agricultural farms, dairy farms, tourism involving the lakes and the 
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economic impact within our particular area.  She said Walworth County has no option for water from the Great 

Lakes and expressed her concerns with the lack of knowledge as to the long term effects of drawing down on water 

from the aquifers.  Hahn recommended that the committee and Supervisors make a continual effort to inform and 

educate the legislature on Walworth County’s behalf.  The committee and staff expressed their gratitude and 

appreciation to Mr. Hahn for his presentation and for developing a comprehensive power point. 

 

▪     Discussion/Possible Ordinance Amendment Action – Construction Site Erosion & Sediment Control and Storm 

Water Management update, Section 23, Article I, II, III  

 

Fay Amerson, LURM Urban Conservation Specialist, referred to Pages 4-6 of the packet and gave a brief overview 

of the proposed amendments to the Code of Ordinances regarding Articles I, II, and III of Chapter 26, relative to 

erosion control and storm water management.  Amerson stated Walworth County was the first to adopt a 

construction site erosion control ordinance in 1990 and that there have been several changes to State Statutes and 

administrative rules since 2007.  The amendment will include the WDNR Program Guidance, which is used to 

clarify state statutes and/or procedures used to implement a state statute.  Amerson referred to page 6 and stated 

Walworth County performs the construction site erosion and sediment control plan review and permitting services 

for 9 townships and non-shoreland areas.  She said the Dwelling Code will only be found in Article III of the Code, 

which will eliminate confusion between shoreland and large project sites. 

  

Amerson stated she is seeking authorization to move forward with the amendments, to bring them before the 

committee at the next meeting, and to go forward with a public hearing. 

 

Supervisor Russell made a motion, second by Citizen Member Badame, to move forward with the Walworth 

County Ordinance Amendments, Chapter 26, Environment, Articles I, II and III and to bring it before the 

committee at the next scheduled meeting.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

▪     Discussion/Possible Action – 2016 Winter Road Maintenance Workshop co-sponsored with Waukesha County 

 

Amerson referred to Page 7 of the packet and spoke briefly relative to the 2016 Winter Road Maintenance 

Workshop that will be held at UW Whitewater on October 24
th
 between the hours 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  This 

workshop is to assist municipalities through education with winter road maintenance plans.  There is a grant to pay 

for Public Works staff to attend the workshop and for the consultant who is presenting the workshop.  The costs are 

being shared with Waukesha County and it is believed that the Rock River Coalition will be putting money into the 

workshop. 

 

▪     Discussion/Possible Action – Nippersink Watershed Planning   

Shannon Haydin, LURM Deputy Director, stated the Friends of Nippersink contacted Walworth County to see if 

there was any interest in participating in the watershed planning around the Nippersink.  She said there has already 

been a significant amount of modeling and planning on the Illinois side of the Nippersink, but not a lot of 

information or planning has taken place on the Walworth County side.  Some figures have been put together and 

there is an estimated cost of $25,000 for modeling our side of the Nippersink.  Haydin said there is a DNR River 

Planning Grant is due December 1st that will cover up to 50%.  Haydin inquired as to the committee’s interest in 

applying for the grant and whether or not this project should be included in the 2017 budget, which may be an 

amendment within the budget planning process.  Supervisor Russell suggested that since Nippersink is also located 

in Kenosha County that they be contacted to see if they would be interested in partnering with Walworth County. 

 

Supervisor Russell made a motion, second by Citizen Member Badame, to approve application for the DNR 

River Planning Grant, to include this project in the 2017 Budget, and to contact Kenosha County to inquire 

as to their interest in partnering with Walworth County.  Motion carried 3-0. 
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▪     Discussion/Possible Action – Review of Southeast Area Land and Water Conservation Association Summer 

Tour   

 

Haydin stated the Southeast Area Land and Water Conservation Association Summer Tour went well.  She said the 

hosts shared some amazing information and staff did a phenomenal job coordinating the tour.  Supervisor Russell 

stated the tour was fantastic, the hosts were gracious, and there was a good variety of things that were all related to 

land conservation.  Badame inquired as to ways to get more towns, cities and villages involved with the tour so they 

have an opportunity to observe what Walworth County has to spotlight.  Staples spoke relative to the Assembly 

Park Reservoir and stated she would like to get that information out to the other municipalities and private 

homeowners. 

 

▪     Discussion/Possible Action – Farmland Preservation Non Compliance Recipients: Nettesheim, 

Lawrence/Triebold, David;   Voluntary Waivers :  Albrecht Trust [John Albrecht] / Grieving, Art    

 

Brian Smetana, LURM Sr. Rural Technician, gave a brief overview on the Farmland Preservation Non Compliance 

Recipients.  He said participants choosing not to continue the program have signed Voluntary Waivers.  He said 

these individuals should be the last of the non-compliant participants. 

 

Supervisor Russell made a motion, second by Citizen Member Badame, to approve the Farmland 

Preservation Non Compliance Recipients Voluntary Waivers and cancellation for Failure to Certify.  Motion 

carried 3-0. 

 

Confirmation of next meeting – The next meeting was confirmed for Monday, October 17, 2016, 2:00 p.m.   

 

Adjournment 

 

On motion by Citizen Member Badame, second by Supervisor Russell, the meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.  

Motion carried 3-0. 

               
Submitted by Trisha Sommers, Administrative Clerk.  Meeting minutes are not considered final until approved by the 

committee at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 


