
WHITE RIVER 

STATE TRAIL 
 

RULES OF THE TRAIL 

 

Walworth County Public Works and the 

Sheriff’s Department welcome you to the 

White River State Trail.  The Trail runs 

from County Trunk Highway H in 

Elkhorn to Spring Valley Road near 

Burlington.  It travels through mostly 

rural areas and passes through the small 

towns of Lyons and Springfield. 

 

In order to ensure everybody’s safety and 

enjoyment, we would like you to review 

the rules and regulations governing trail 

use. 

______________________________________ 

TRAIL PASSES 

All bicyclists, age 16 and older, are 

required to display a current State Trail 

Pass.  Horseback riders need to obtain a 

current State Trail Pass as well.  Passes 

may be purchased at the above listed 

places or at any of the self-registration 

stations located along the Trail (these 

are listed above on separate 

informational sheets).  Some of the 

revenue generated from these passes 

goes towards trail upkeep.  Pedestrians 

are not required to have passes.  

Snowmobilers must have a valid trail 

pass from the Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources, which is different 

from the State Trail Pass. 

 

 

______________________________________ 

TRAIL EMERGENCIES 

Should an emergency arise or you 

witness a violation of one of these rules, 

you may contact the Sheriff’s 

Department at 262-741-4400 or 911 on 

your cell phone.  The Sheriff’s 

Department does patrol the Trail 

regularly and you may also notify a 

Deputy on patrol.  Make note of the 

names of the cross roads you pass and 

give your closest cross road when calling. 

 

For trail maintenance issues, please 

contact the Public Works Department at 

262-741-3114. 

______________________________________ 

TRAIL HOURS 

The Trail is open for use from 6am-10pm.  

During the winter, the Trail is open 24 

hours a day to snowmobiles, provided 

that the snowmobile trails are open.  Call 

the Walworth County Snowmobile 

Alliance “Snow Phone” at 262-742-2664 

to find out if the trails are open. 

______________________________________ 

HORSEBACK RIDING 

Horses are only allowed on that portion 

of the Trail between Lyons and 

Springfield.  Horses must be kept on the 

mowed grass trail to the north of the 

Trail, except to cross a bridge. 

______________________________________ 

SNOWMOBILES 

All snowmobiles must follow the rules 

and regulations as set forth by the 

Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources.  A snowmobile trail pass is 

required.  Also, operators are required to 

obey all signs posted on the Trail. 

______________________________________ 

PETS 

Pets are allowed on the Trail but must be 

kept on a leash no more than eight feet 

in length.  Pet owners must pick up their 

animal’s waste.  Please respect others 

and keep your pets under control at all 

times. 

______________________________________ 

HUNTING AND WILDLIFE 

Hunting is not allowed on the Trail.  All 

weapons must be unloaded and in a case, 

including bows.  Paint ball guns are 

prohibited.  Trapping is not allowed.  Do 

not disturb any wild animal or plant.  All 

natural and archeological features along 

the Trail are protected. 

______________________________________ 

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

Please respect the privacy rights of the 

residents who live along the Trail.  The 

use of the Trail is a privilege, not a right.  

Persons caught trespassing will be 

charged to the full extent of the law. 

______________________________________ 

MOTOR VEHICLES 

This is a recreational trail and all motor 

vehicles, including scooters, ATVs, 

motorized dirt bikes, farm tractors, etc. 

are prohibited.  Only authorized 

maintenance and law enforcement 

vehicles are allowed on the Trail. 

______________________________________ 

PROHIBITED ITEMS 

Alcohol and controlled substance use is 

prohibited on the Trail.  Fireworks and 

campfires are prohibited, as is camping. 
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