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262-741-4421
Narrative
The Walworth County Sheriff’s Office is working with Walworth County Health and Human Services and Walworth County Crime Stoppers in a campaign to bring awareness of the abuse and misuse of prescription medications. The best treatment of prescription drug abuse is prevention.

The campaign started in December with adding three new medication drop boxes in Walworth County. Drop boxes are for community members to dispose of unwanted or expired medications at any time the police department lobbies are open. This is important because medications lying around can get into the wrong hands.  Nicole Heinrich, the Behavioral Health Unit supervisor of Health and Human Services, is optimistic about this program. “Many people who struggle with addictions began their experimentation with the prescription drugs that belong to someone else. The goal of this campaign is to make medications less accessible to people who may abuse them.” We are excited to have locations at the following police departments:  Fontana, Bloomfield, Walworth, City of Delavan, Village of East Troy, Lake Geneva, Sharon, Whitewater and at the Walworth County Sheriff’s Office.  

Next we developed pamphlets for pharmacies to hand out with prescriptions. The pamphlets message states, “If You Care… Don’t Share”.  Other information included is the locations of the medication drop boxes and how to report misuse to Crime Stoppers anonymously. You can do this by texting your tip to “CRIMES” (274637) or emailing www.tipsubmit.com. By providing the information of how to report misuse through Crime Stoppers, Deputy Dan Nelson of the Sheriff’s Office hopes to provide an option to those who don’t know how else to help.  “Often time, friends or relatives are aware of misuse or illegal activity with prescription meds.  They want to help but don’t want to upset the person.  By having the ability to stay anonymous may encourage people to take the first step in getting help to those friends or family member.”

Future campaigns include billboard messages and radio public service announcements.  For more information, contact Nicole Heinrich at 262-741-3159 or Captain Rob Hall at 262-741-4421.
