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Walworth County Sheriff's Office

1770 County Road NN, P.O. Box 1004, Elkhorn, WI 53121

262-741-4400 (non-emergency)
Kurt Picknell, Sheriff

Kevin Williams, Undersheriff
PRESS RELEASE - UPDATE
Incident #16-007395




Type: Officer Involved Shooting
Date: July 19, 2016





Released by: Sheriff Kurt Picknell 


Contact Person: Sheriff Kurt Picknell 





   262-741-4410

Narrative
On Wednesday, February 24, 2016 at approximately 530 pm, Walworth County Deputies along with officers from the Village and Town of East Troy PD made contact with a vehicle in the parking lot of Roma’s Restaurant in the Town Of East Troy.  During the course of this investigation, a Walworth County Deputy discharged his department-issued firearm.

The suspect vehicle fled the scene and proceeded northbound on I-43 towards Milwaukee.  A pursuit was initiated and speeds reached more than 100 miles per hour.  

Pursuing officers conducted a Pursuit Intervention Technique (PIT) and the pursuit terminated in the city of Muskego in Waukesha County, near the intersection of Durham Place and Hidden Creek Court.  

The Department of Justice, Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI) is conducting an investigation into this matter.

2-25-2016   UPDATED PRESS RELEASE 
This press release is in regards to the Officer Involved Shooting which occurred in the parking lot of Roma’s Restaurant (N8416 County Road ES) in the Town of East Troy On February 24, 2016, at approximately 530pm.

While assisting the Village of East Troy Police Department with a drug investigation, a 30 year old Walworth County Sheriff’s Deputy (working uniformed patrol) with seven years police experience discharged his department-issued firearm.  One of the persons in the suspect vehicle was struck by gunfire when the driver failed to follow commands from law enforcement officers at the scene.  The suspect vehicle fled from officers and a pursuit of that vehicle terminated in the city of Muskego. The subject with the gunshot wound was taken from the crash scene in Muskego to a Milwaukee-area hospital.  This subject was pronounced dead at the hospital at 8:16 pm.  
The deceased is identified as Christopher J. Davis, age 21, of Milwaukee, WI. 

Two other suspects from this vehicle were located after fleeing the crash scene in Muskego. They are under arrest and are being held in the Waukesha County Jail.  Their names are not being released at this time as the Department of Justice investigation continues.

The Deputy has been placed on administrative duty in accordance with agency policy.  He has been employed as a full-time Deputy Sheriff with Walworth County since May of 2012.

2-29-2016   UPDATED PRESS RELEASE 
Deputy Juan Ortiz is identified as the Walworth County Sheriff’s Deputy who discharged his firearm while assisting the Village of East Troy Police Department with a drug investigation last week.

This occurred on Wednesday, February 24th, 2016, at approximately 5:30 PM in the parking lot of Roma’s Restaurant in the Town of East Troy.  

Deputy Ortiz is 30 years old and has been employed full-time by the county since May of 2012.  He is assigned to the patrol division and also serves collateral assignments as a Field Training Officer, Pre-Employment Background Investigator, Crash Team Investigator, and Dive Team member.

He remains on Administrative Duty.  The Wisconsin Department of Justice, Division of Criminal Investigation, is continuing as the lead agency in this investigation.

UPDATE
The investigation is complete by the Department of Justice Division of Criminal Investigations (DCI).  The reports are available on the Department of Justice website https://www.doj.state.wi.us/dci/officer-involved-critical-incident .
Walworth County District Attorney Dan Necci and DCI met with the family of Christopher Davis.

Walworth County District Attorney Dan Necci met with Sheriff Kurt Picknell and delivered his decision letter (attached).  

Deputy Sheriff Juan Ortiz has been restored to full duty, while the internal review of this matter continues.
The driver of the vehicle, Jose G. Lara, has been charged in this matter with Conspiracy to Commit Manufacture/Deliver Cocaine (˃5 – 15G) and Attempting to Flee or Elude a Traffic Officer.

Sheriff Kurt Picknell, Deputy Juan Ortiz, and the Walworth County Sheriff's Office express our condolences to the Christopher Davis family.
Out of respect for the legal process including the ongoing criminal prosecution of Jose G. Lara, and the Notice of Injury filed with Walworth County, no further information will be released at this time.
