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Nancy Russell,
County Board Chair

County Board Park Committee
MEETING NOTICE
Monday, May 17, 2021
2:00 PM
County Board Room 114
Walworth County Government Center
100 W. Walworth St., Elkhorn, Wisconsin

Jerry Grant,
County Board Vice-Chair

Nancy Russell, Chair
Dan Kilkenny, Vice-Chair
Supervisor Brian Holt
Citizen Member Merilee Holst
Citizen Member Mariette Nowak
NOTICE: DUE TO THE CONTINUING PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY,
THIS MEETING IS PLANNED TO PROVIDE FOR REMOTE OR OFF-SITE ATTENDANCE
BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS.
The Walworth County Government Center remains open, but in-person attendance may be limited to
help ensure appropriate social distancing is observed. ALL INDIVIDUALS ARE STRONGLY
ENCOURAGED TO WATCH THE MEETING STREAMING LIVE AT
http://bit.ly/2021May17ParkComm
Individuals wanting to provide a Public Comment can do so remotely by telephone, but must contact the
County Administrator’s Office at 262-741-4357 on the day of the meeting and at least 15 minutes prior
to the start of the meeting to obtain instructions.

(Posted in compliance with Sec. 19.84, Wis. Stats.)
A quorum of the Agriculture and Extension Education, Executive, and Land Conservation Committees will be in
attendance. It is possible that a quorum of the county board or any of its other committees could be in attendance at
this meeting.
Agenda enclosures are available upon request from the County Administrator’s Office or on the County’s web page
(www.co.walworth.wi.us). The agenda packet, including supporting documents,
may be large, depending upon the number of enclosures. Downloading it will require ample computer memory and
may take significant time.

AGENDA
Note: all agenda items are subject to action.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Call to order
Roll call of committee members
Agenda withdrawals, if any
Agenda approval
Approval of minutes
a) March 15, 2021 Park Committee Meeting (encl. pp. 1-3)

AGENDA – Walworth County Park Committee
Monday, May 17, 2021 at 2:00 PM
Page 2 of 2

6. Public comment period
7. Consent Items
a) Reports
1) Park Summary Report – May 2021 (encl. pp. 4-5)
2) Park Workday Schedule Update – 2021 (encl. pp. 6-7)
8.

New Business
a) Lake Lorraine DNR Permit Update (encl. pp. 8-19)

9. Reports/announcements by Chairperson
10. Set/confirm next meeting date and time
a) Monday, July 19, 2021 at 2:00 p.m.
11. Adjournment
Submitted by: Nancy Russell, Committee Chairperson
Matt Mortwedt, Deputy Director Asset Management-Public Works
Posted: May 13, 2021

MEMORANDUM

Public Works Department

_____________

Richard A Hough
Public Works Director
Joe Kroll, P.E.
County Engineer
Vincent Simek, P.E.
Associate County Engineer
Matt Mortwedt
Deputy Director
Asset Management
Barry Pierce
Deputy County
Highway Commissioner

John Miller
Senior Project Manager
Joseph Latocha
Senior Project Manager
Penny Bishop
Finance Manager

Date:

May 10, 2021

To:

Richard Hough, Director of Public Works
Parks Committee

Cc:

Mark Luberda, County Administrator

From:

Matt Mortwedt, Parks General Manager

Re:

May 17, 2021 Park Committee Meeting

The following is an overview concerning items that are scheduled for the above
captioned Park Committee Meeting. Should you have any questions prior to this
meeting, please feel free to contact me at your convenience.
Consent Items - Reports
Park Summary Report
Attached is our Parks Summary Report that will be presented at each Park
Committee. This report will include our Top Five Projects, summary of Completed
and Planned Projects, and Park Project Operating Budget information.
Park Workday Schedule Update – 2021
Verbal updates to Park Workday & Education Day Schedule for Natureland Park,
Price Park and White River Park.
New Business
Lake Lorraine DNR Permit Update.
Director of Public Works continues to monitor the DNR Permit request relating to
flooding at and around Lake Lorraine. Various correspondence from DNR and the
public are provided on this developing situation.

Public Works Department
W4097 County Road NN
Elkhorn, WI 53121
262.741.3114 tel.
262.741.3117 fax
Operations
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Walworth County Board of Supervisors
Park Committee Meeting Minutes
Monday, March 15, 2021
Walworth County Government Center, County Board Room 114
100 West Walworth Street, Elkhorn, Wisconsin
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Chair Nancy Russell called the meeting to order at 2:13 p.m.
Roll call was conducted and the following members were present, either in person or by remote attendance:
Chair Nancy Russell; Vice Chair Dan Kilkenny; Supervisor Brian Holt; and Citizen Members Merilee Holst
and Mariette Nowak. A quorum was declared.
Others in Attendance:
County Board Supervisors: Jerry Grant
County Staff: County Administrator Mark W. Luberda; Director-Public Works Richard Hough; Deputy
Director-Asset Management (PW)/Park General Manager Matt Mortwedt; and Corporation Counsel/Director
of Land Use and Resource Management (LURM) Michael Cotter.
Members of the Public: Executive Director of Kettle Moraine Land Trust Greg Rajsky; Land Protection
Manager Kiera Theys; Chairman of the Whitewater-Rice Lakes Management District Board Rich Charts;
Team Lead Ernest Roy; and Environmental Engineer and Riparian Owner Jeff Panek.
On motion by Supervisor Holt, second by Citizen Member Holst, the agenda was approved with no
withdrawals.
On motion by Supervisor Holt, second by Citizen Member Nowak, the January 18, 2021 meeting
minutes were approved.
Public comment – There was none.
Consent Items
7a) Reports
1) Park Summary Report – March 2021
Supervisor Holt offered a motion, second by Citizen Member Nowak, to accept the Park Summary
Report—March 2021. Motion carried 5-0.
2) Park Workday Schedule – 2021
Citizen Member Holst discussed the schedule of programs being offered by the Kettle Moraine Land Trust
(KMLT) at Natureland Park and Price Park. She felt it would be beneficial to include more educational
programs for school aged children, particularly in the summer, since park usage is high during that time.
Holst also mentioned there were no educational programs being offered by the Geneva Lake Conservancy
(GLC) at White River Park. She requested it be evaluated to see if summer programming could be added to
the schedule for all three parks. Chair Russell expressed agreement to the addition of more educational
programs. Deputy Director-Asset Management (PW)/Park General Manager Matt Mortwedt stated he would
work with both groups to find a solution. Supervisor Holt offered a motion, second by Citizen Member
Holst, to accept the Park Workday Schedule—2021 with the caveat that there may be changes. Motion
carried 5-0.
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New Business
8a) Kettle Moraine Land Trust to present a report on 2020 Park Activities
Executive Director of Kettle Moraine Land Trust Greg Rajsky provided a brief review of the 2020 Park
Activities and future activities planned for 2021. In 2020, KMLT hosted small group restoration projects at
Whitewater Lake and Natureland Park with the help of volunteers and county staff. In addition, there were
two educational programs hosted at Price Park along with seed collection. The seed collection was for
Project Wingspan, which is part of the initiative in the Pollinator Partnership. The ten native species of seeds
collected, which are specifically conducive to the support of monarch butterflies and rusty patched bumble
bees, were sent to Mason State Nursery to be cleaned and propagated. The seeds and propagated plants will
be returned to the area for planting. Rajsky highlighted restoration work days and educational programs
planned for 2021. Discussion followed. Supervisor Holt offered a motion, second by Citizen Member
Nowak, to accept the Kettle Moraine Land Trust 2020 Park Activities report. Motion carried 5-0.
8b) Geneva Lakes Conservancy to present a report on 2020 Park Activities
Land Protection Manager Kiera Theys gave a presentation, which covered the following topics:
- The oak savanna planting event at White River Park. Theys expressed gratitude to those who helped
with the event and discussed how this could become a biannual event.
- Discussion of oak savannas and their importance, along with information regarding the oak
ecosystems in Walworth County.
- GLC’s request to include a mowed trail in the park leading to the planting area in addition to
installing an educational sign regarding oak savannas.
- Pictures of the families who volunteered during the oak savanna planting workdays. Theys explained
there were a variety of oak species planted in different sizes and ages to create diversity in the
savanna. Fliers were distributed at those work days, which allowed families to mark where they
planted a tree so future generations could come back to see the planted tree.
- GLC hopes that a bench could be installed near the White River in honor of the late Greg Trimberger.
- The cost of the cages installed to protect the trees were funded by the Griffith Family Foundation.
GLC would like to dedicate the savanna in memory of Dean Griffith.
- Due to COVID restrictions, work days were cancelled for 2020, but there are two work days planned
for 2021. Also cancelled in 2020 was the Winter Solstice event, but it is planned to be held in 2021.
- GLC was named 2020 Land Trust of the Year by Gathering Waters.
Discussion followed. Supervisor Holt offered a motion, second by Citizen Member Holst, to approve
the Geneva Lakes Conservancy 2020 Park Activities report. Motion carried 5-0.
8c) Acknowledge the award of a Knowles-Nelson Stewardship funded purchase of 15 acres of land in the
Town of Troy by The Nature Conservancy.
Correspondence was received regarding this matter in January and the letter states the award was tentative.
Mortwedt confirmed the transaction was completed and the land is now owned by The Nature Conservancy.
Supervisor Holt offered a motion, second by Citizen Member Nowak, to place the State of Wisconsin,
Department of Natural Resources letter on file. Motion carried 5-0.
Included in the meeting packet was Resolution No. 110-2020-21 submitted by Outagamie County in support
of the reauthorization of the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program for ten years and consideration of the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources budget request of $50 million per year. It was suggested that
County Administrator Mark W. Luberda and Corporation Counsel/Director of Land Use and Resource
Management (LURM) Michael Cotter craft a resolution similar to Outagamie County’s to be sent to the
County Board for April’s meeting. Citizen Member Nowak offered a motion, second by Supervisor Holt,
to support refunding of the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund by resolution. Motion carried 5-0.
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8d) Whitewater Rice Lakes Management District to discuss the Town of Richmond Plan for diversion of
Lake Lorraine to Whitewater Lake
Environmental Engineer and Riparian Owner Jeff Panek gave a presentation pertaining to this issue, which
details information gathered by the Whitewater Rice Lakes Management District (the District) research team
thus far. Significant participation from Walworth County is being sought, as Walworth County is a key
stakeholder in this issue. A permit for the installation of a culvert in the Town of Richmond has been
submitted to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), however, it is currently pending as the application
is incomplete without agreement from the District as the receiving waterbody. Though it has been requested
as part of this application, statutorily it is unknown if the lack of an agreement would prevent the project
from continuing. The District has submitted a resolution declining receipt of water from the project until
more information has been obtained and any concerns have been addressed. In addition, Panek stated the
District is willing to support Walworth County by providing information and answering questions to assure
there is no relapse on the lake and water quality improvements achieved over the last 30 years. Discussion
ensued regarding the level of involvement and impact, as it pertains to Walworth County. Director-Public
Works Richard Hough explained after the water travels through a series of culverts on land managed by the
District, two Walworth County assets would be impacted as a result: the water discharge flowing through a
dam, and increased water into Natureland Park. Citizen Member Holst questioned why a private individual
submitted this permit request to the DNR, when it has been considered a Town of Richmond project. Panek
explained, the Buol Trust is the owner of the property on which the culvert system would be installed. The
Town of Richmond and the Buol Trust came to agreement both financially and regarding potential liability.
Luberda explained there is not enough information at this point to make a policy recommendation to the Park
Committee. He suggested this issue be referred to staff to look at policies and contact the DNR. Panek
expressed concern as the environmental consultant (hired by the permit applicant) is only looking at the
excavation of the culvert system and does not consider impacts to the downstream wetlands area of
Natureland and Whitewater Lake. Chairman of the Whitewater-Rice Lakes Management District Board Rich
Charts also shared his concerns and the concerns of constituents by stating there has been much money spent
on fixing erosion issues and cleaning up the water to become delisted from the impaired waters list. He stated
there is a large difference in pollutant and nutrient levels from Lake Lorraine to Whitewater Lake. As a
result, drainage from Lake Lorraine to Whitewater Lake would have a significant impact on Whitewater
Lake’s pristine headwaters. A public hearing has not yet been set due to the pending status of the permit
application. It was agreed that information should be gathered, as soon as possible, and a special meeting be
held prior to the public hearing. Discussion followed. Citizen Member Nowak offered a motion, second
by Vice-Chair Kilkenny to rely on staff to gather information, as soon as possible, and then call for a
special meeting. Motion carried 5-0.
Reports/announcements by Chairperson- There were none.
Confirmation of next meeting: The next meeting was confirmed for Monday, May 17, 2021 at 2:00 p.m.
Adjournment
On motion by Vice-Chair Kilkenny, second by Supervisor Holt, Chair Russell adjourned the meeting
at 3:35 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________________________
Submitted by Lindsey Ross, Administrative Assistant. Meeting minutes are not considered final until approved by the Park Committee at the
next regularly scheduled meeting.
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MEMORANDUM
Date: May 17, 2021

Public Works Department

_____________

Richard A Hough
Public Works Director
Joe Kroll, P.E.
County Engineer
Vincent Simek, P.E.
Associate County Engineer
Matt Mortwedt
Deputy Director
Asset Management
Barry Pierce
Deputy County
Highway Commissioner

John Miller
Senior Project Manager
Joseph Latocha
Senior Project Manager
Penny Bishop
Finance Manager

To:
To:

Richard Hough, Director Public Works
Walworth County Public Works Committee

Cc:

Walworth County Administrator – Mark Luberda

From: Matt Mortwedt, Parks General Manager
Subject: Parks Summary Report – May 2021
Top Five Projects:
1
2
3
4
5

Project
Barn
Plan
Plan
Prairie
Prairie

Location
WRP
All
All
WRP
WRP

Remarks
Barn window replacement.
Parks and Open Space Plan – CH 5
Development of individual 5 year park plans
Prepare Phase IV for prairie seeding planting
Work on Phase IV and V prairies

Upcoming Events or Work:
Project
Park/Location
Prairie Project
White River

Remarks
Mid-May – Begin treatment of Phase
IV for prairie planting.

Prairie
Maintenance

White River

Early May – Mowing of Phase V
prairie.

Educational Day

Price

7/10 – KMLT hosted educational day.
Prairie wildflower identification.

Educational Day

White River

8/7 – GLC hosted raptors and owls
presentation.

Fall Highway
Collab.

ALL

Develop list of future Highway
Collaboration projects.

Past Two Months Summary of Completed Projects:

Public Works Department
W4097 County Road NN
Elkhorn, WI 53121
262.741.3114 tel.
262.741.3117 fax
Operations

Project
Highway Collab
Workday

Park/Location
White River, Price
Price

Remarks
Spring collaboration period.
4/16 - KMLT hosted invasive species
removal workday.

Workday

White River

4/30 - GLC hosted invasive species
removal workday.
5/8 – KMLT hosted invasive species
removal workday; Seeps, Springs,
and Fen Wetlands educational day.

Workday/Educational Natureland
Day
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Page Two
Parks Summary Report – May 2021

Project
All

Project
All

Parks Capital Budget: Monies reported via Munis as of 5/11/21
CIP Budget
$148,212.00

Expenditures &
Encumbrances to date
$0

Remaining Balance
$148,212.00

Parks Operating Budget: Monies reported via Munis as of 5/11/21
2021 Budget
$339,112.33

Expenditures &
Encumbrances to date
$76,672.30

Remaining Balance
$262,440.03
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AGENDA
Park Workday & Education Day
Schedule
Natureland Park
(Kettle Moraine Land Trust)

Date

Project Lead*

May 8, 2021

KMLT

May 8, 2021

November 5,
2021

Tasks

Materials, Tools and Supplies
(provided by the County)

Invasive species removal with a
focus on garlic mustard and light
brush.

Info to be supplied by KMLT.
County support for removal of
brush.

KMLT

Educational Day. Seeps, Springs,
and Fen Wetlands.

Session run by KMLT.

KMLT

Invasive species removal with a
focus on buckthorn and other
brushy invasives.

Hand tools and bags, County
support for chipping and
removal.

Price Park

(Kettle Moraine Land Trust)
Tasks

Materials, Tools and Supplies
(provided by the County)

Date

Project Lead*

April 16, 2021

KMLT

Invasive species removal with a
focus on buckthorn and other
brushy invasives.

Hand tools and chipper.
Removal by County.

July 10, 2021

KMLT

Educational Day. Prairie
wildflower identification.

Session run by KMLT.

September 8,
2021

KMLT

Educational Day. Evening
Astronomy in Price Park prairie
(back).

Info to be supplied by KMLT.
County to assist with access to
service drive and back prairie.

October 8, 2021

KMLT

Seed collection event in the Price
Park prairie.

Public Works\Parks\Volunteer Work Days\2020\Agenda - Volunteer Workday Scheduling Meeting.docx

Training provided by KMLT.
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White River Park

Date

(Geneva Lake Conservancy & Friends of White River Park)
Materials, Tools and Supplies
Project Lead*
Tasks
(provided by the County)

April 30, 2021

GLC

TBD

Friends of the
WR Park

August 7, 2021

GLC

October 1, 2021

Invasive species removal with a
focus on buckthorn. Seeding areas
where invasives have been
removed.

County support for removal of
brush.

Founders Day

Educational day. A presentation
and Q&A on raptors and owls. The
event will be geared toward
children.

The session will be coordinated
by GLC. Walworth County
Parks will provide support and
access as needed.

GLC

Invasive species removal with a
focus on buckthorn. Seeding areas
where invasive species have been
removed.

County support for removal of
brush.

October 1, 2021

GLC

Educational tour focused on
identifying different species of oak
trees, discussing oak savannas, and
woodland in different sections of
the park.

Info and tour supplied by GLC.

TBD

Friends of WR
Park

Educational day. Winter Solstice
Day

Materials provided by Friends.
County to provide garbage cans.

Public Works\Parks\Volunteer Work Days\2020\Agenda - Volunteer Workday Scheduling Meeting.docx
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MEMORANDUM
Date:

May 6, 2021

To:

Parks Committee

Cc:

Mark Luberda, County Administrator
Matt Mortwedt, Parks General Manager

From:

Richard Hough, Director of Public Works

Re:

Lake Lorraine Update

Public Works Department

_____________

Richard A Hough
Public Works Director
Joe Kroll, P.E.
County Engineer
Vincent Simek, P.E.
Associate County Engineer
Matt Mortwedt
Deputy Director
Asset Management
Barry Pierce
Deputy County
Highway Commissioner

John Miller
Senior Project Manager
Joseph Latocha
Senior Project Manager
Penny Bishop
Finance Manager

The following is an overview of what we know concerning the permits filed with
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) concerning floodwater
mitigation at Lake Lorraine.
Summary Permit Status. As of this date, DNR has met with various Lake
District and township representatives to discuss the ordinary high-water mark
(OHWM) at each proposed culvert location. DNR determined that the proposed
locations are indeed below the OHWM mandating a Chapter 30 Individual
Permit. Following this site visit on 23 March, DNR sent various representatives a
letter, dated 16 April 21, outlining the need for the above permit and possibly
others – See Attachment with Subject title: Considerations for moving forward
with pending Ch 30 application to lower the water level on Lake Lorraine.
Meanwhile, DNR has rescinded a previously approved permit concerning
invasive species based on new evidence and process concerns. See letter dated 2
April 21 from DNR.
Varying Public Viewpoints. I and others have received numerous emails and
letters with differing viewpoints. I am providing some of this correspondence
based on various perspectives.
Conclusion. I believe the County should continue to monitor this situation but
hold off on making any solid positional or policy plans. In all likelihood, the
Town of Richmond (and others) have a long road ahead of them.

Public Works Department
W4097 County Road NN
Elkhorn, WI 53121
262.741.3114 tel.
262.741.3117 fax
Operations
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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM
DATE:

State of Wisconsin

April 16, 2021 [sent electronically]

FILE REF: Pending Ch 30 application #IP-SE-2020-65-04164 for 3 pipe structures on Lake
Lorraine, (T. Richmond, Walworth Co)
TO:

Pete Diemer (AECOM), Barbara Ceas (Town of Richmond) and Ernest Roy
(Whitewater Lake Association)

FROM:

Theresa Alvarez and Crystal Von Holdt (DNR Water Management Specialists)

SUBJECT: Considerations for moving forward with pending Ch 30 application to lower water
level on Lake Lorraine
Thank you for your time to meet us and tour the project sites on March 23, 2021 at Lake
Lorraine! It was very good to see the landscape in person as we reviewed for and located the
ordinary high-water mark (OHWM) at each proposed pipe location. In general, high water
conditions at Lake Lorraine are similar to many other seepage lakes across Wisconsin. The
high-water level is a result (and reflection) of groundwater. Currently many parts of our
landscape are experiencing groundwater flooding, producing high water levels (especially
significant on seepage lakes) and this type of flooding can be long-lasting due to the length of
time it takes for the entire aquifer water level to go down. More information is available online at
DNR’s Water Use website: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/WaterUse/gwLevels.html.
The proposed project is aimed at improving what is described as existing, natural overflow
drainage by the placement of three (3) pipes all having 18’’ diameters as a long-term solution.
The pipes (known as Culvert A, B, and C) will facilitate drainage of high-water levels in Lake
Lorraine. In total, the three (3) pipes would create 716 linear feet of enclosed drainage.
 Culvert A – discharging from Buol Pond towards Whitewater Lake
o Length = 330 feet
o upstream invert: 911.70’
o Slope: 0.5%
o OHWM elevation = 913.165’
 Culvert B – discharging from Middle Pond to Buol Pond
o Length = 200 feet
o Upstream invert: 914.00’
o Slope: 0.5%
o OHWM elevation = 915.963’
 Culvert C – discharging from Lake Lorraine to Middle Pond
o Length = 186 feet
o upstream invert: 919.00’
o Slope: 0.5%
o OHWM elevation = 920.92’
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Findings: Based on our site visit and determination of the OHWM location for each pipe, we are
able to document that each pipe (A, B, and C) is regulated by Ch 30 as structures placed below
the OHWM. Each structure requires its own permit as a “miscellaneous structure” through the
Ch 30 Individual Permit (IP) process.
If the applicant(s)/community would like the Department to proceed reviewing the application
using the original project design, below is a description of the information needed to complete
the application and provide staff with enough information to complete the application and move
forward in the application process.
The below are needed to complete the application:
1. Currently, a single IP application has been filed with the Department. A single
application packet can be submitted that includes details unique to each pipe structure
and each structure having an application fee paid at the time of submittal. Additional
application fees for the remaining 2 pipe structures for a total of $1206 ($603 application
fee per IP) are required as one of the elements to complete the pending incomplete
application for the project as proposed.
2. A complete application packet submitted to the department will need to include
calculations/modeling describing the anticipated flow volume and velocity that will reach
Whitewater Lake under normal rain events (2- and 5-year storm events) as well as the
typical spring runoff event (10yr storm event). This information will be fundamental in
our ability to understand and evaluate the impact(s) on the downstream receiving
waterbody/waterbodies.
3. The state also has authority to regulate changes to water levels under Ch 31.02, state
statute. This authority is to establish a minimum water level (known as a Public Rights
Stage) that is to be maintained to ensure the health and function of the aquatic system.
The Public Rights Stage (PRS) is a determination process which likely requires time to
research and compile data used to identify and support a minimum water level
determination.
a. As a more expeditious alternative to the PRS, it’s possible to use the OHWM as
the minimum lake level to be maintained. This would easily be achieved with a
project designed to keep the invert of each pipe at or above the OHWM elevation
as determined from the field visit.
i. If the intake invert at each pipe is at or below the OHWM, a Ch 30 IP is
required.
ii. If the intake invert at each pipe is above the OHWM, a Ch 30 permit is not
required. There is still the authority under Ch 31.02 that the project
demonstrates the change of water levels on the receiving
waterbody/waterbodies is granted permission (by means of a flooding
easement) or that there is no water level change by the project (by means
of a Hydrologic and Hydraulic study).
4. A state Wisconsin Pollution Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) Dewatering Permit
may be required for the discharging of water. Please follow up with Wastewater
Supervisor, Bryan Hartsook at (414) 897-5712 for more information on what is required
to comply with state regulations.
5. If the project proposes to disturb 1 acre of land or more, coverage under a DNR
Stormwater Permit (WPDES) for construction sites is required. Obtaining coverage is
completed by using the Notice of Intent (NOI) process. Please contact Jesse Bennett at
(414) 458-0448 to learn more about how to start the NOI process.
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6. Based on the map information, the area proposed for work is mapped with wetland
indicator soils. A wetland delineation is required to demonstrate the project will not
disturb state regulated wetlands. If wetlands are proposed to be impacted by the design
of the project, it’s encouraged to modify the design to avoid wetland impacts. If wetlands
are not avoided, please contact Marty Dillenburg at (920) 296-6507 to discuss state
wetland regulations and the wetland permit process.
7. AIS/NR 40 Invasive Species Identification, Classification and Control remain in effect for
the proposed project. To avoid liability for transport and introduction of regulated
invasive species into waters where they are not present please contact Maureen Ferry at
(608) 381-3231.
8. Fisheries Biologist, Travis Motl, has provided the following feedback to share with the
proposed project, “Chief concerns from a Fisheries perspective would be project effects
on downstream water quality both short term and long term; and invasive species control
measures to prevent downstream movement. Alternative analysis should be presented.”
9. County Zoning permits may be required if the proposed final plan includes disturbances
and/or fill within the regulated floodplain or within the shoreland zone. Please reach out
to Matt Mortwedt at (262) 949-5629 if you have any questions about zoning permits that
may be required. Local permits may also be required from the Town(s).
10. Hydrologic and Hydraulic (H&H) Analysis to determine if Lake Lorraine’s discharge will
impact the Base Flood Elevation (BFE) of Whitewater Lake and of riparians downstream
of the Whitewater Lake dam (and how far the impact will be present)
a. Work proposed in mapped floodplain requires compliance with the Walworth
County Floodplain Ordinance. Please check with the County Zoning
Administrator for floodplain ordinance requirements.
b. Signed, flooding easements are required from all downstream riparians that will
be impacted by the discharges to Whitewater Lake (based on the H&H study).
The Ch 30 permit decision is highly dependent upon on whether Whitewater
Lake is willing to receive excess water due to dam operation and the riparians on
Whitewater Lake and downstream of the dam (if impacts extend beyond the
dam) as a result of receiving excess water from Lake Lorraine.
c. The Whitewater Lake Dam (DNR Seq. No 315) is located at the outlet of
Whitewater Lake. This is regulated as a “large dam” and is owned by Walworth
County. Changes to inputs to Whitewater Lake may require changes to how the
dam is operated. Project needs to be coordinated and communicated with the
dam owner (listed as Walworth County, Director of Public Works).
Other options to consider:
 Modifying pipes to be entirely above the OHWM elevation as determined by the field
visit. This would eliminate the requirement of a Ch 30 permit.
o See #3 above - Ch 31 authority for changing water levels still applies
 Improving drainage along the already existing drainage path by identifying and
excavating high spots to match the upslope/downslope bottom elevation to facilitate the
natural drainage already happening on the landscape under high water levels. If there
are wetlands along this path, please check with Marty Dillenburg at (920) 296-6507 to
understand if the work would require a state wetland disturbance permit.
**Note** Depending on long-term trends of precipitation, groundwater levels, outfall frequency,
etc. a drainage swale may become a waterway with indicators of navigability (such as
channelized flow with a bed and bank and indicators of water levels sufficient to float a small
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watercraft). Evaluate and consider future implications and applicable regulations and how that
will be handled by the landowners of the property where each of the proposed pipes are located
along with the community in general. Navigable waterways are regulated as public resources
and locally by zoning ordinances.
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