Trail Stop 3 (cont.): A variety of ducks call this
type of habitat home. The commonly seen Mallard
Duck and the less commonly seen Wood Duck, are
both attracted to calm waters like in a pond. Wood
Ducks like large tree cavities that are near the
ground or as high off the ground as 65 feet.
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Trail Stop 4: At the previous trail stops there were
numerous habitats that attracted different types of
birds. Birds that live in prairies tend to be smaller
birds that, in some cases, live within the prairie
grasses. One bird that does live on the prairie
ground is the Eastern Meadowlark. These birds
make very sophisticated nests on the ground.
Within tall prairie grasses and a small depression
in the soil, the nest walls are interwoven pieces of
grass with small trails running from the entrances
through the thick grass.
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Trail Stop 5: This stop is close to the high point. During
the winter, when there are no
leaves on the trees, you are able
to see Lake Geneva. During the
warmer months you can see the
various prairie flowers and
grasses. You also can see colorful
birds like Goldfinches, Eastern
Eastern Bluebird
Bluebirds, Red-winged Black
Birds, and previously mentioned at Trail Stop 4, the
Eastern Meadowlark. A parasitic bird, the
Brown-headed Cowbird, calls prairies home as well.
These birds are parasitic because they put their own
eggs in other birds’ nests, sometimes pushing the
original bird’s eggs out of the nest. They have even put
other birds on the endangered list.

Brown-headed
Cowbird

Red Winged
Blackbird

Goldfinch

Walworth County
Department of Public Works

W4097 County Road NN
Elkhorn, WI 53121
262-741-3114, Option 2
www.co.walworth.wi.us

Walworth County Parks

White River County Park

Orange Storybook Trail
Distance: .97 miles
6503 Sheridan Springs Rd.

Lake Geneva, WI 53147

On the Orange trail, there are many different
opportunities to see various bird species.
Throughout the trail you will see the different
habitats around the White River, a pond, woodlands,
and the prairie. Look for the orange painted wooden
posts for each stop along the trail, and learn about
the various habitats.

Trail Stop 1: There are a variety of birds that live
around the river. Red-bellied and Downey
Woodpeckers can be seen forging for insects and
fruit along the river. Look for the black and white
spots on the wings of both species with hints of red
on their heads. Another bird that is commonly seen
in an upside-down
position, and that
likes to live along
woodland edges of
the rivers is the
White-breasted
Nuthatch. A bird that
White—breasted Nuthatch
is rare to see, and
lives in habitats near rivers, lakes, and open dry
fields is one of our country’s symbols, the
Bald Eagle.
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Trail Stop 2: At this trail stop there is a small
extension trail that leads to the river bank.
Walking towards the river, notice the variety of
trees on both sides of the river. The trees that
are able to live in wetter conditions are closer to
the river as it sometimes floods during the heavy
rain seasons. Red Oak, Peachleaf Willow,
Box Elder, and other types of Willows are found
closer to the water. Closer up to the main trail,
Shagbark Hickory, Black Cherry, and Bur Oak can
be seen.

Shagbark Hickory
trees are slow
growing trees
that can live up to
300 years old!
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Trail Stop 3: The pond at trail stop 3 brings in various
birds that may be attracted to just the pond, and to nearby
habitats like the prairies and river. During winters, Belted
Kingfishers tend to live near the small streams or rivers
and ponds. These agile birds have similar fishing techniques to a pelican as they dive head first into the water to
retrieve a fish.
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