Trail Stop 5: After going over the boardwalk you approach
another type of ecosystem. Large spruce trees line the front
of this section (made up of coniferous tree species). It is
clear that this section of the forest was planted by humans
due to the pines being planted in rows. White pines will be the
first trees you see visible and the further you go it will
become red pines that are identified with the reddish bark.
Going left at this section of the trail will act as a shortcut
connecting back with the main trail instead of continuing
onto the Ridge Loop.
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Trail Stop 6: As you continue onto the Ridge Loop the
elevation of the trail changes as will the plants. At the top of
the ridge small umbrella-looking plants called May Apples will
appear. Early in the year the May Apple has a white flower
that turns into little apples later in the year. There are dead
and fallen trees alongside the trail with fungi and other
decomposers. Decomposers break down organic material in
the soil that helps plants grow

Trail Stop 7: As you meet back up with the main
trail the elevation will change again, going back into
a lower area that tends to be wet. Trees that are
seen on this section of the trail are able to live in
wetter conditions like Pin Oak and Willows. During
the fall Goldenrod will be
in bloom among tall
grass.
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Trail Stop 8: Similar to Trail Stop 3, you will see
mosses and jewelweed during warmer months. You
may also see Horsetail which are small plants that
resemble pine needles. As you are getting closer to
the end of the trail, there is a small stream that has
Watercress in different areas. The bridge will take
you over that same
stream as it flows
into Whitewater
Lake.
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Trail Stop 3: At this stop you have the option to view the lake
from a different view than what was seen at the start of the
trail near the picnic table pavilion. Many different kinds of
birds can be seen from this spot. Various types of ducks,
egrets, and herons are just a few of the many birds living
around Whitewater Lake.
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Trail Stop 1: The bridge marks the beginning of the
trail. You may see watercress and water striders
depending on what time of year it is. Water striders
float on the thin film that is just above the surface of
the water. During the spring and summer months
more insects like dragonflies will start to become a
more frequent sighting in this area.. Proceeding over
the bridge there will be a maple, shagbark hickory, and
aspen trees.
This trail will take you through many different environments as the name, “Trail of Many Terrains”
hints at. Deciduous trees, coniferous trees, wetland areas, and the lake shore are some of the
things you come across. Try to identify some of the
key differences and similarities with some of the
plants and animals you may see in the different
locations.

Trail Stop 2: Here you will see the small rocks on the
trail carried by the watershed. A watershed is an area
that frequently carries water to different water
sources over land like streams, rivers, lakes, etc. In
some cases, watersheds can carry runoff that is not
good for an ecosystem such as gas, oil, or chemicals. It
can negatively affect various plants and animals that
live in and around the water. When you continue up the
trail you will see the invasive plant, bush honeysuckle,
that can be identified with the orange or red berries
and fuzzy leaves, depending on the time of year.
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Trail Stop 4: Just beyond Trail Stop 3 you will be hiking on a
boardwalk over a wetland area. During the warmer months,
jewelweed, different types of mosses, and other plants that
live in wet areas are visible. Marshes are some of the most
diverse ecosystems in the world.
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