Please see the reverse side of this flyer for more information on
reporting and controlling this invasive plant.
For infestations in the Lake Geneva area, please contact:
Julie Hill, Horticulture Educator, Walworth County UW-Extension
(262) 741-4958

Monitoring and Control of Lesser Celandine
In order to limit the spread of this highly invasive plant, everyone’s help is needed.
Please report its location to Invasive.Species@wi.gov.
Note – Landowners are responsible for controlling this plant.
Timing of Control:
Late winter or early spring is the best time to do manual or herbicide control work. Apply herbicide when leaves are visible, prior to
full flowering when temperatures are above 40°F. This will decrease the chances of damaging native wildflowers. Note: the tops of the
plants will start dying back by early June. Spraying must be done when the lesser celandine leaves are still green to get the herbicide
into the roots.
Herbicide Treatments:
•
The purpose of applying herbicides is to kill the tops before they produce seeds and bulbils, allowing the herbicide to move to
the roots and kill the tubers. Broad spectrum systemic foliar herbicides, such as glyphosate (e.g. Round-Up®) can be effective if
the correct application and timing are used. Apply a 1 to 1.5% rate of a 53.8% active ingredient glyphosate. An added non-ionic
surfactant will improve herbicide uptake by the plant. Try to target only the celandine. Some broad-leaf specific herbicides
containing imazapyr are also effective. It may take 1-2 weeks before the full effects of the treatment are visible. The site should
be monitored and retreated in subsequent years, as needed.
•
For areas near streams, lake shores or that remain moist at least two days after a rain, treatments must be done by certified and
licensed aquatic pesticide applicators. They must use a foliar herbicide approved for use near water, such as glyphosate
isopropylamine salt (e.g. Rodeo ®), mixed with water and a non-ionic surfactant (e.g. Cide Kick ®). These areas will also require
an NR 107 Chemical Treatment Permit from WDNR.
Always read the entire pesticide label carefully, follow all mixing and application instructions, and take appropriate safety precautions.
Make sure you are familiar with and adhere to any local or state pesticide use requirements, restrictions or recommendations.
Manual Control:
•
Small infestations of individual plants can be hand-dug, taking care to remove all bulbils and tubers.
•
Bag all plant material, remove from site and use landfill disposal or incinerator.
•
Do NOT compost or send to local yard waste facilities as it can spread in the compost.
Note: Soil disturbances invite the introduction of other invasive species, so manual removal is best used for small infestations.
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