Walworth County
Land Conservation Committee Meeting

Monday, October 18, 2021 at 1:00 p.m.

Land Use and Resource
Management Department

Walworth County Government Center
County Board Room 114
Elkhorn, WI 53121

Brian Holt – Chair
Daniel Kilkenny – Vice Chair Nancy Russell – Supervisor
Sharon Travis – USDA/FSA Representative
Rosemary Badame – Citizen Member
NOTICE: DUE TO THE CONTINUING PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY,
THIS MEETING IS PLANNED TO PROVIDE FOR REMOTE OR OFF-SITE ATTENDANCE BY
COMMITTEE MEMBERS.
The Walworth County Government Center remains open, but in-person attendance may be limited to help ensure
appropriate social distancing is observed.
ALL INDIVIDUALS ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO WATCH THE MEETING STREAMING LIVE AT

https://tinyurl.com/Oct21LCC

Individuals wanting to provide a Public Comment can do so remotely by telephone, but must contact the County
Administrator’s Office at 262-741-4357 on the day of the meeting and at least 15 minutes prior to the start of the meeting
to obtain instructions.

(Posted in Compliance with Sec. 19.84 Wis. Stats.)

A quorum of the Executive, Agriculture and Extension Education and Park Committees will
be in attendance. It is possible that a quorum of the County Board or any of its other
committees could be in attendance at this meeting.

AGENDA
1.

Call to order

2.

Roll Call

3.

Approval of the Agenda

Pg. 1-2

4.

Approval of Minutes from September 20, 2021 LCC Meeting

Pg. 3-4

5.

Public Comment

6.

Potters Lake District representative vacancy interview – MaryJo Jones – Michael Cotter

Pg. 5-6

7.

2022 Walworth County WDACP Program Budget & Crop Prices – Joshua Holden/APHIS
Wildlife Specialist

Pg. 7-9

8.

National Association for Conservation Districts Publication – Walworth County referenced on
pg. 20 – Heather Marquardt (Packet Page 31)

Pg. 10-38

9.

Discussion of Geneva Lake Conservancy Letter of Support – Brian Smetana

Pg. 39

~~~~
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~~~~

10.

Reports/Announcements:

11.

Chair Updates:

12.

Next meeting date: Monday, November 13, 2021, 1:00 p.m.

13.

Adjournment

~~~~
~~~~

Submitted by: Brian Holt, LCC Committee Chair
Michael Cotter, Director / Land Use and Resource Management Department
Posted: October 13, 2021
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DRAFT

Walworth County Board of Supervisors
Land Conservation Committee Meeting Minutes
Monday, September 20, 2021
Walworth County Government Center, County Board Room 114
100 W. Walworth Street, Elkhorn, Wisconsin
___________________________________________________________________________________

The meeting was called to order by Chair Brian Holt at 1:00 p.m.
Roll call was conducted and the following members were present, either in person or by remote attendance: Chair
Brian Holt; Vice Chair Daniel Kilkenny; Supervisor Nancy Russell; and FSA Representative Sharon Travis. Citizen
Member Rosemary Badame was absent. A quorum was declared.
Others in Attendance either in person or remotely:
County Staff: Corporation Counsel/Director-Land Use and Resource Management (LURM) Michael Cotter;
Deputy Director LURM/County Conservationist Lindsay Motl; Sr. Urban Conservation Specialist Heather
Marquardt; Senior Conservation Technician Brian Smetana; and County Administrator Mark W. Luberda.
Vice Chair Kilkenny offered a motion, second by FSA Representative Travis, to approve the agenda with
one amendment: 1) to remove, Item #10, National Association for Conservation Districts Publication. The
agenda as amended was approved.
On motion by Supervisor Russell, second by FSA Representative Travis, the minutes of the July 19, 2021
Land Conservation Committee meeting were approved.
Public Comment – There was none.
New Business
6. Introduction of new Senior Urban Conservation Specialist: Heather Marquardt
Deputy Director LURM/County Conservationist Lindsay Motl introduced Heather Marquardt as the new Senior
Urban Conservation Specialist and noted Heather previously held a position in the Zoning Division. Marquardt
briefly explained her qualifications and work experience.
Corporation Counsel/Director-Land Use and Resource Management (LURM) Michael Cotter and Motl
collaboratively explained their concerns with the current workflow challenges within the Land Conservation
Division. Motl assured the Committee that Land Conservation is working as diligently and quickly as they can to
review and turn around the various projects.
Chair Holt requested that LURM continue to update the Land Conservation Committee relative to trends associated
with violations and the permitting processes.
7. 200’ Setback for non-metallic mining update
Marquardt briefly explained a recent review and unanimous decision made by the County Zoning Agency (CZA) to
maintain a 200’ setback for non-metallic mining, which is relatively consistent with neighboring county setbacks.
Cotter stated an operator approached the CZA Chair asking to reduce the 200’ setback, which initiated the review.
There was no need to present the request to the Land Conservation Committee (LCC) due to the decision made by
the CZA. Discussion then focused on the procedures required for potential approval of a setback variance by the
Board of Adjustment. Motl concluded by stating the CZA would request input from LCC prior to making any
decision to change the 200’ setback requirement.
8. Farmland Preservation Non Compliance Recipients: Voluntary Waivers: Roger & Gloria Wutke and David
Roe
Senior Conservation Technician Brian Smetana gave a brief overview of the Voluntary Waivers of Roger & Gloria
Wutke and David Roe and requested authorization for their removal from the Farmland Preservation Program.
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Smetana stated there is the option to reverse and reinstate Roger & Gloria Wutke and/or David Roe to the Farmland
Preservation Program, provided they are in compliance. FSA Representative Travis offered a motion, second by
Vice Chair Kilkenny, to approve the Voluntary Waivers of Roger & Gloria Wutke and David Roe. Motion
carried 4-0.
9. Southeast Area Association tour scheduled for Thursday, October 7, 2021 in Racine County
Motl announced the Southeast Area Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association’s Fall Tour will be held
on Thursday, October 7, 2021. Smetana noted the Tour will be hosted by Kenosha County this year, not Racine.
Committee members who plan on attending should turn their registration form into LURM for payment prior to the
deadline date of September 27, 2021.
10. National Association for Conservation Districts Publication
This item was previously removed from the agenda.
11. AIS Project update
Motl gave a brief overview of the Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Grant Accomplishments 2021 Packet (Pages 816) created by Water Quality Specialist Emma Yurkovich, who was unable to attend the meeting. Chair Holt asked
Cotter and Motl to pass along the Committee’s gratitude for all of Yurkovich’s efforts and accomplishments.
12. Wisconsin DNR Surface Water Grant Application
Motl gave a brief overview of her Memo found on Page 17 of the packet and requested permission to continue to
receive funding for lake monitoring initiatives and to have this grant appropriated as an on-going funding source.
The initial application can be found on Pages 18-21, while the proposed resolution of support can be found on
Pages 23-25. The proposed resolution of support is required to accompany the application due November 1, 2021.
The allocation in 2022 will once again be $16,110. Discussion then focused on progress reports and documentation
required by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Surface Water Integrated Monitoring
System (SWIMS.)
13. Resolution authorizing the Land Use and Resource Management Department to Apply for a Surface Water
Grant through the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Vice Chair Kilkenny offered a motion, second by FSA Representative Travis, to approve the proposed
resolution. Motion carried 4-0.
14. Reports/Announcements
Chair Holt reported the County’s Health Assessment is experiencing difficulties acquiring feedback from various
communities, especially the farming community. Any concerns or issues may be reported to Chair Holt, who will
then pass them along to Health and Human Service for use in the Health Assessment.
15. Chair Updates: Comments on Farmland Preservation Plan CAC and Producer-Led Watershed position update
Chair Holt provided a brief update relative to the vacant Farmland Preservation Plan CAC and Producer-Led
Watershed position and requested input relative to potential candidates who possess a farmland background and are
willing to work with land conservation.
Confirmation of next meeting – The next meeting was confirmed for Monday, October 18, 2021, at 1:00 p.m.
Adjournment
On motion and second by FSA Representative Travis and Vice Chair Kilkenny, Chair Holt adjourned the
meeting at 1:39 p.m.
Submitted by Patricia Sommers, Administrative Assistant. Meeting minutes are not considered final until approved by the Land
Conservation Committee at the next regularly scheduled meeting.
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WALWORTH COUNTY
NOTICE OF INTEREST TO SERVE AS A CITIZEN REPRESENTATIVE
Full Name: MaryJo A. Jones

Address of Residence:

Mailing Address: (if different than Residence)

N9033 E. Miramar Drive

Same as residence

East Troy, WI 53120

Click here to enter text.

Click here to enter text.

Click here to enter text.

Contact Information:
Home Phone: (262) 378-4647

Email Address: (below)

Cell Phone: (414) 467-8278

maryjo.jones366@gmail.com

Please complete the following statements. (Note: The space will expand as needed.)
I request appointment to the following board(s), committee(s), or commission(s):
Walworth County Representative/Member at large, appointed Commissioner for the Potter’s Lake
Protection & Rehabilitation District, East Troy, WI 53120. I believe that Rosemary Badame holds
(or held) this position.
I am interested in serving as a citizen representative for the following reason(s):
This position would provide me the opportunity (1) to cultivate new skills and to utilize other
talents that I currently possess as a corporate Sr. Financial Planning and Analysis Analyst, (2) to
interact with individuals who are not in my current professional network and (3) to develop a deeper
understanding and knowledge base of what it takes to run a successful lake district. I have been a
resident on Potter Lake for 15 years and want to be a contributing, guiding and supporting member
of the lake district.
Related to this appointment, I possess the following skill(s), qualification(s) or experience:
I have over 20 years of financial analysis, accounting and compliance/audit experience with large
organizations and corporations. Strengths include; effective written and oral communications,
results oriented leadership, high energy and an enthusiastic personality. I also served on the Potter’s
lake P&RD district board as Treasurer for the term of January 2016 – December 2018. Therefore, I
have previous experience as a commissioner working with Christine Celley, Chairwoman and Bob
Rice, Secretary who are current board members.
Per Section 2-238 of the Code of Ordinances, please answer the following Question:
Do you work or live in Walworth County? Include in your answer the name of the town, village,
or city in which you live.
I live in Walworth County in the Town of East Troy.
Per Section 2-237(a)(2) of the Code of Ordinances, citizen members are subject to successful
completion of a background check. It includes that “a citizen shall be excluded from service if
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he or she has been convicted of a crime substantially related to the position.” Criminal history is
generally obtained from the Wisconsin Department of Justice online record check system. By
providing my birthdate below, I authorize and consent to the completion of the record check and
understand that the information is used only in consideration of this application and will not be
further disseminated for any purpose.
DATE OF BIRTH: 01/20/1959
I certify that the information I have provided is truthful to the best of my knowledge.

10/10/2021
Signature of Applicant

Date

Feel free to attach any additional documentation to this form. Appointments require confirmation by the County Board.
Some appointments require an interview before the Executive Committee.
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Prepared by:

USDA-APHIS-Wildlife Services

10/11/21

2021 CROP PRICE PROPOSAL

_________________COUNTY

If different than price proposed

CROP

PRICE PROPOSED

PRICE APPROVED

HAY:
Alfalfa
Alfalfa/Grass- mix
Grass
Straw

$177.50/ Ton
$163.00/ Ton
$113.50/ Ton
$
/bale

$
$
$
$ __________________

GRAINS:
Corn, Field
Oats
Soybeans
Wheat

$ 5.32 / Bushel
$ 3.55 / Bushel
$ 13.01/ Bushel
$ 6.70 / Bushel

$
$
$
$

Approved By _______________ County:

Date:

Signature: _____________________________________

Title: ___________________________

90% of the crops have been harvested in ______________ County – as of: ____________________
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SUMMER 2021
2021 OFFICERS
Michael Crowder	����������������������������������President
Kim LaFleur..........................First Vice President
Ian Cunningham... Second Vice President
Gary Blair.......................... Secretary-Treasurer
Tim Palmer.........Immediate Past President
Jeremy Peters.......... Chief Executive Officer

2021 EXECUTIVE BOARD
REPRESENTATIVES
Linda Brownson.............. Northeast Region
Steve Stierwalt.........North Central Region
Bill Simshauser....Northern Plains Region
Alan Williams.......... South Central Region
Franklin Williams...........Southeast Region
Jim Berlier..........................Southwest Region
Tom Wehri..................................Pacific Region
Mike Komp................... CTIC Representative
If you have comments or questions about
this edition or have ideas for the next
edition of The Resource, please contact:

Sara Kangas
Director of Communications
Sara-Kangas@nacdnet.org
Carly Long
Marketing Coordinator
Carly-Long@nacdnet.org

follow us:
@nacdconserve
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About the cover:
All photos on this spread and the cover were
submitted to NACD’s 2020 Photo Contest. This
edition’s cover photo was submitted to the 2020
NACD Photo Contest by Anna Kampmeyer of
Charleston, South Carolina representing Dorchester
Soil and Water Conservation District. Submissions
for the 2021 Poster Contest and the 2021 Photo
Contest are due Dec. 1, 2021. Winners will be
announced at the 2022 Annual Meeting.
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President’s Perspective
Celebrating the Past
and Looking Toward
the Future
As we head into another fall season,
and with NACD having successful
summer and region meetings behind
us, we are now looking ahead to our
2022 Annual Meeting in Orlando, Florida.
Recollecting on NACD’s 75th celebration
during the Summer Meeting in Chicago,
one highlight was having 12 NACD Past
Presidents in attendance, 30 years’
worth of leadership and hard work. I
can’t help but admire the dedication of
all the supervisors, staff and partners
that have led the way for conservation
work during the last three-quarters of a
century now.
NACD is preparing for a slight
organizational change, adding a Chief
Operations Officer and a Chief Programs
Officer sometime after October 1, 2021.
We are also hard at work trying to bring
staffing levels up to 100 percent so we
can maximize the benefits we provide
to districts. COVID-19 related restrictions
have led to a lot of cancellations over
the last year and a half, but NACD will
keep on doing the work that is needed
to be done just as we have done all
through the pandemic.
Congress is currently working on climate
smart agriculture, infrastructure and
other budget reconciliation issues, and
NACD staff and leadership are working
hard to make sure conservation districts
and our priorities are well represented in
all discussions. Our government affairs
staff, Legislative Committee, Natural
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Resources Policy Committee, Climate
Action Task Force, and others are
keeping up to date on the latest topics
with congressional members and staff,
USDA, and other partners to make sure
our voices are heard. As we again are
looking into the near future regarding
discussions on the upcoming farm
bill, it is important that we all let our
voices be heard to partners and
congressional members.
Again, I want to thank all district
supervisors, staff and volunteers at all
levels. I feel strongly about the work we
do and the importance of having that
local voice in conservation. Thank you
all.

Michael Crowder, NACD President
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President’s Perspective
NACD Past Presidents
Gathered Together for
75th Anniversary

Pictured left to right in the above photo: Tim Palmer, Brent Van Dyke, Earl Garber,
Michael Crowder, Lee McDaniel, Steve Robinson, John Redding, Gary Mast, Rudy
Rice, Gerald L. Vap, Billy Wilson and Gerald Digerness.
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CEO’s Column
Delivering on Our Strategic Mission
Your national association is working harder than
ever to fulfill our strategic plan and our mission
to promote responsible management and
conservation of natural resources on all lands by
representing locally-led conservation districts and
their associations through grassroots advocacy,
education and partnerships. It is those three pillars
of our mission statement—grassroots advocacy,
education and partnerships—that drive our work
at the national level. As I reported to our board of
directors at NACD’s 75th Anniversary celebration
in Chicago, we are just over halfway through
our current strategic plan, and we have many
accomplishments to celebrate.

It is those
three pillars
of our mission
statement grassroots
advocacy,
education, and
partnerships that drive our
work at the
national level.
4 \ Summer 2021

On the grassroots advocacy front, so much is
occurring in Washington, D.C. right now that will
have influence over locally-led conservation efforts
for years to come. At press time, Congress is still
considering details of a massive reconciliation
bill that could provide historic investments in
conservation, including significant increases in
USDA conservation and forestry programs that
would enable adoption of conservation practices
to help address a wide range of issues, including
mitigating the impacts of climate change and
wildfires. The Biden Administration is also considering
new rules for implementation of the Clean Water
Act and determining the decades-old question of
what streams and bodies of water are considered
waters of the U.S. As new definitions are considered,
NACD has an opportunity to influence outcomes by
reinforcing our policy positions while also leveraging
our local knowledge and expertise.
On the education front, we continue to grow efforts
to educate youth and prepare students for careers
in conservation. This summer, we hosted a virtual
conservation careers workshop in partnership with
conservation leaders in Louisiana as well as the
Agriculture Future of America (AFA), and we are
making plans to grow that event into a larger AFA +
NACD Sustainability Institute that will allow students
LCC - October 18, 2021
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CEO’s Column
to learn more about public and private sector career
options in conservation. While we have had successful
virtual programs, we also are eager to continue working
with the National Conservation Foundation (NCF) to
more fully transition the NCF-Envirothon and the Next
Generation Leadership Institute back into more regular
formats.
Finally, on partnerships, everything that we do centers
on working collaboratively and cooperatively with our
federal-state-local conservation partnership, as well
as new partners in conservation. Our work with the
National Conservation Planning Partnership continues
to provide strong leadership and guidance on the
needs of conservation planners. Especially important
are the development of state action plans that will
help guide efforts to strengthen conservation planning
across the country. NACD has recently entered into a
business partnership with Mercer to provide a member
insurance benefit beginning in October 2021. And
last but certainly not least, we continue working in
partnership with NRCS to prepare for a fifth round of
Technical Assistance Grants in 2022, so stay tuned for
more news on that opportunity.
All of these topics and more are featured in this
summer edition of The Resource!
In closing, it is important to acknowledge that each
of these efforts require participation of our members
and partners at the national, state and local level.
Our membership is the strength of our organization,
and we need our members to remain healthy in order
to continue leading and serving within your local
communities. We know federal requirements are
increasing as spread of COVID-19 increases, and we
remain committed to working with our members and
partners to ensure precautions are taken and the safety
of our conservation partnership remain a top priority.

Jeremy Peters, Chief Executive Officer
LCC - October 18, 2021
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NACD in Action
Partnership with Agriculture Futures
of America Goes Virtual
It will all just work out…sometimes.
Sometimes things don’t go as planned and
sometimes, with hard work and good people,
everything turns out amazing. Such was the
case with the 2021 National Association of
Conservation Districts (NACD) and Agriculture
Future of America (AFA) Conservation Careers
Workshop. This was meant to be the third
year for the workshop and the first year for an
NACD and AFA partnership. The event would
have brought undergraduate college students
together in New Orleans, La., during the month
of February for the opportunity to participate
in the 2021 Conservation Careers Workshop.
Instead, the three-day event was presented
virtually in May, through funding provided by
the USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) and the United States Forest
Service (USFS). The 16 collegiate participants
from natural resource conservation and
agriculture fields of study represented 12 states
and networked with career professionals from
the host state of Louisiana and from across the
United States.
AFA Director of Programs Katie Gaebel and
AFA Program Manager Emily Schuckenbrock
led day one with discussions identifying key
personal strengths and identifying how AFA
programs could benefit the students’ personal
and professional development.

Pelican State. Day two of the workshop featured
the premiere of three “virtual” field trips with
Louisiana natural resource management
professionals from conservation districts, state
conservation partners, NRCS and the USFS. Each
presenter participated live during the workshop
for an extended question and answer session
following the videos.
The third day’s agenda included presentations
by NRCS and USFS staff, who identified career
and internship opportunities with each agency.
Closing out the day and the workshop was
a career roundtable, placing students in
virtual chat rooms with public and private
professionals from the career fields of soil and
nutrient management, regenerative agriculture,
fish and wildlife management, forestry and
other natural resource management work. The
2021 Conservation Careers Virtual Workshop
wrapped up with Assistant Director of the
Oklahoma Conservation Commission Lisa
Knauf Owen presenting on the importance of
good communication with producers.
Sometimes, everything just works out for the
best.

A cornerstone of the in-person Conservation
Career Workshops has always been the second
day field experience. This was a chance for
participants to work closely with conservation
professionals from within the National
Conservation Partnership on the landscape and
in a hands-on manner. How were we going to
keep this vital part of the workshop on a virtual
platform? Through the support of NRCS and
the USFS, NACD South Central Representative
Keith Owen was able to spend a very rainy
week traveling across Louisiana collecting
digital video content through the generous
efforts of dedicated conservationists in the
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The NACD
partnership with
AFA will expand
the Conservation
Careers Workshop
to a larger format
Sustainability
Institute during
the 2022 NACD
Annual Meeting
in Orlando, Fla. To
view all three of
the 2021 NACD+AFA
Conservation
Careers Virtual
Workshop: Virtual
Field Trips, visit
NACD’s YouTube
channel.
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NACD in Action
NACD Hosts Winds, Water and Wildfires Summits
in West, Southeast and Northeast Regions
Earlier this year, NACD hosted three regional Winds,
Water and Wildfire Summits, focusing on natural
disasters around the country. As the country began
administering vaccines for COVID-19, the onset of
an early western wildfire season appeared, and
a drought-stricken Midwest and northeast were
dealing with their own winds, water and wildfires.
Together, the summit planning group members
came together to provide for an expansive,
thoroughly packed agenda covering areas to
accomplish all grant and state/local conservation
district objectives.
In each summit, after an NACD President
introduction, Chris French, Acting Deputy Under
Secretary, Natural Resources and Environment, USDA
Office of the Secretary participated with a heartfelt
welcome to the conservation districts in attendance.
He expressed the urgency for their participation in
communities and advancement of relationships
with partners and private landowners to implement
the goals of the Cohesive Strategy. Members of
the NACD Board of Directors, Forestry/Resource
Policy Group (RPG) and Regional Representatives
participated in the welcomes and introductions to
the summit participants. Additional success was
achieved with expanding the networks of the RPG
with organizations such as the NRCS, USFS, FEMA
and the NWTF, as well as learning more about the
different regional boundaries of these agencies and
organizations. Some minor challenges truly led to
additional educational opportunities and informing
more people about the need for conservation
districts to assist with implementing the goals of the
Cohesive Strategy and to understand the foundation
of the current Administration’s climate policy and
forestry/fire programs. NACD will release a desk
guide for conservation distrcits in the near future,
which includes takeaways from all three summits.
LCC - October 18, 2021
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NACD in Action
NACD, NCF and NARD Host a Successful First
Virtual Envirothon
From July 25-28, the National
Conservation Foundation (NCF)Envirothon, in conjunction with the
Nebraska Association of Resources
Districts (NARD), hosted the first virtual
international Envirothon competition.
Though this was a departure from the
traditional outdoors, hands-on and
destination-based event, the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic challenged the
NCF-Envirothon program to adapt and
innovate. The Nebraska host committee
and volunteers delivered an inspiring and
empowering experience for the 41 teams
from across the United States, Canada
and China that participated.
The virtual event began on July 25 with an
opening ceremony, featuring messages
from partners and sponsors, a student
showcase of videos introducing each
competing team, and a keynote address
from National Geographic photographer
and Nebraska resident Joel Sartore about
the importance of conservation.
On July 26, students tested their
knowledge in the NCF-Envirothon’s five
main areas of study: aquatic ecology,
forestry, soils and land use, wildlife and
the current issue. This year’s current issue
theme, “Water Resources Management:
Local Control and Local Solutions,”
highlighted Nebraska’s unique natural
resources and conservation approaches.
Teams put their problem-solving skills to
use on July 27 for the oral presentation.
The students were given a real-world
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natural resources management scenario
based on this year’s current issue
theme and were challenged to invent
creative solutions supported by science
that balanced the differing opinions
of stakeholders, social and political
issues, economic viability and ecological
sustainability. Students presented their
plans virtually to a panel of judges over
Zoom.
On July 28, the top three scoring teams
were announced. These teams then
presented their oral presentation for a
final panel of judges over a live stream.
The final oral presentation scores were
combined with the teams’ testing scores
to determine awards placement.
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NACD in Action
NCF-Executive Board member and NACD
Past President Tim Palmer hosted the
closing ceremony and awards. Over
$45,000 in scholarships and awards were
given to the top 10 overall scoring teams
thanks to event sponsors: Smithfield
Foods, Inc.; the NARD Foundation; NCF;
and the Conservation Districts of Iowa.
Additional recognition was awarded for
the top scores in each subject area and
for the oral presentation. Sue Cummings,
a retired U.S. Forest Service educator
and long-time Envirothon supporter, was
honored as the 2021 NCF-Envirothon Hall
of Fame inductee.
The team from New York earned first
place in the 2021 NCF-Envirothon
competition, with students participating
from the Mount Academy in Esopus, N.Y.

“I was part of Envirothon for all four
years of Highschool, and I loved every
minute of it! I’ll be taking the knowledge
and skills I learned with me as I embark
on the next chapter of my life.”
“While I was sad to compete in a virtual
competition, I am grateful that they
still worked hard to host a competition
under the worst of circumstances
during the pandemic! Overall, given the
circumstances, I think it was an awesome
competition!”

Words from the
Participants
“It was a very
exciting and
challenging
competition. I
found learning
about Nebraska’s
environmental
issues enriching
and fun.”

A complete list of winners of the 2021 NCF-Envirothon, as well as a
recording of the live-streamed top three oral presentations, can
be found at www.envirothon.org. All event photos can be found
on NACD’s Flickr. Thank you to Smithfield for being a continued
sponsor of the Envirothon program.
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NACD in Action
NACD Celebrates 75 Years at Summer Meeting

NACD celebrated its 75th anniversary at the 2021 Summer Meeting on July
24-27 in Chicago, Illinois, where it was founded in 1946.

The national association hosted a
75th Anniversary Celebration at the
Hancock Center on July 25, the day
NACD was founded 75 years ago. The
event featured remarks from United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Secretary Tom Vilsack and U.S. Senator
Tammy Duckworth, as well as a historical
presentation from Soil and Water
Conservation Society (SWCS) Historian
Joe Otto.
“NACD and NRCS have forged an
important bond that has helped to
deliver conservation to millions of acres
across our country, and over the years
much has been done to reduce soil loss,
to improve water conservation, and to
advance the conservation of natural
resources and wildlife across America’s
working lands,” Secretary Vilsack
said. “Happy 75th anniversary, and
please know that all of us at USDA look
forward to working with you to advance
conservation for years to come.”
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NACD in Action
At the Conservation Forum on July 26, attendees heard from GROWMARK President
and Chairman of the Board John Reifsteck about the research being conducted
on his farm. Reifsteck’s operation is home to the most studied agriculture field on
the planet, with over eight billion data points taken in over 25 years. The research
on his operation began with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), but grew to include many other entities and has focused on a variety of
topics, including carbon sequestration.
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Chief Terry Cosby provided
virtual remarks to the crowd about the importance of conservation and the work
accomplished by NACD. “Conservation works best when it’s about collaboration
and partnership,” he said. “We can’t do this alone...we need your help.”
The forum also included information about the Saving Tomorrow’s Agriculture
Resources (STAR) Initiative, a free tool developed by the Champaign County Soil
and Water Conservation District in Illinois to help producers evaluate their nutrient
and soil loss management practices, and described how it’s been adapted in other
states. NACD and the Association of Illinois Soil and Water Conservation Districts
(AISWCD) also announced the winners of the 2020 STAR awards.
“The recipients of the 2020 STAR awards have helped to promote voluntary
conservation through a number of avenues,” NACD President Michael Crowder
said. “We’re proud to bring awareness to their extraordinary efforts.”
The Conservation Forum finished with a Next Generation Leadership Institute
(NGLI) panel featuring the 2020 inaugural cohort. Cohort members shared the
importance of the program and why individuals should apply to join the 2022
cohort. (Learn more about the program on page 23.)
For more information on the Summer Meeting and 75th anniversary celebration,
visit NACD’s website. Join us for the 2022 Summer Meeting in San Juan, Puerto Rico
on July 15-17, 2022.
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NACD in Action
Technical Assistance Grants Make Local
Projects Work Better
NACD’s Technical Assistance (TA)
Grant projects are unified in that
they use funds to address local
issues by funding extra staff to
do the work clients need. The
three dozen new awards that
were announced in late July are a
relatively small part of all 300 plus
projects that have been funded,
but they showcase a range of
possibilities.
Here’s a taste of who the new
grantees plan to fund with the
grants:
•

•
•
•

•

•

A training coordinator
to assist with statewide
coordination of
conservation district (CD)
staff into Natural Resources
Conservation Service
(NRCS) training sessions
A program assistant to help
with EQIP and CSP workload
An engineer to design water
development and stream
restoration projects
Additional CD staff to assist
producers applying for
assistance through a new
Regional Conservation
Partnership Program (RCPP)
project
An agronomist, partially
funded by Land O’Lakes,
focusing on working with
local producers and
bridging public and private
support of conservation
implementation
Staff to develop
conservation plans

12 \ Summer 2021

Recently, NACD updated the TA Grant Map to
include the new grantees and also updated the
listings for existing grantees. Each listing now
includes a picture and short summary of the
project, if submitted to NACD, as well as links to
longer articles. You can access the map online
to read what else the funds are accomplishing.
As with previous years, this year’s Technical
Assistance Grants are made possible through a
partnership agreement with NRCS. Furthermore,
the placement of the funds relies on the state
and territory conservation partnership leaders
to ensure that funds are directed to where they
will make the largest impact. NACD appreciates
all the support that goes into making these
projects a reality and a success.
To view the interactive map and learn more
about TA Grants, visit NACD’s webpage.
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REGION MEETING RECAPS
Southeast Region Meets in Alabama
Conservation districts and partners in
Alabama and throughout the Southeast
Region met in Gulf Shores for the Alabama
Association of Conservation Districts
(AACD) 2021 Annual Meeting on Aug. 6-7,
followed by the 2021 NACD Southeast
Region Meeting on Aug. 8-10. Both meetings
were held at The Lodge at Gulf State Park, a
model of environmentally-friendly coastal
development on the Gulf Coast.
NACD President Michael Crowder
addressed participants at both meetings,
sharing updates from NACD. Speakers
at the Southeast Region Meeting also
included NRCS Chief Terry Cosby and
Regional Conservationist James Tillman,
who joined virtually; Alabama Department
of Agriculture and Industries Commissioner
Rick Pate; and NACD Executive Board
Southeast Region Representative Franklin
Williams of North Carolina. NACD Soil Health
Champion Roy “Shep” Morris and NACD
Southeast Region Representative Candice
Abinanti led separate breakout sessions
focused respectively on soil health and
educational resources. John McGuire, from
the nonprofit organization Tall Timbers,
presented on managing forest ecology in
the Southeast with prescribed burns.
On Monday, Aug. 9, conservation leaders
were honored at the 2021 Southeast Region
Conservation Hall of Fame Luncheon and
Induction Ceremony. Presided over by NACD
Southeast Region Chair Steven Meeks of
Virginia and NACD Board Member Dr. Carol
Knight of Alabama, the ceremony honored
nine inductees: Frank Trione (Ala.), Burlin
Findley (Fla.), Roger Bowman, Jr. (Ga.),

David Rowlett (Ky.), Gary A. Blair (Miss.),
Bill Yarborough (N.C.), Anastacio Morales
Jiménez (P.R.), Sterling W. Sadler (S.C.) and
Donna Kitts (Tenn.). (pictured below)

On the last day of the Southeast Region
Meeting, attendees had the opportunity to
join one of two tours. One tour visited the
Weeks Bay National Estuarine Research
Reserve, a site with over 6,000 acres of
tidal and forested wetlands, including firedependent pitcher plant bogs. The other
tour showcased the many conservation
and hurricane restoration measures
implemented throughout Gulf State Park
and The Lodge.
The Southeast Region Meeting concluded
with a banquet that included a local
seafood buffet dinner, entertainment
and an auction benefiting the Southeast
Conservation District Employees
Association scholarships program.
To learn more about the Southeast Region
meeting, visit NACD’s website or contact SE Region
Representative Candice Abinanti at candiceabinanti@nacdnet.org.
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REGION MEETING RECAPS
South Central Region Gathers in Arkansas
Following the Conservation Partnership
Luncheon and a virtual update from
James Tillman, NRCS Southeast Regional
Conservationist, meeting participants
toured Osage Creek Farms near Green
Forest, Ark. Owner and producer Brent
Fry described how their regenerative
ranching practices and farm-toconsumer marketing strategy provides a
quality food product. Through intensive
rotational grazing, Osage Creek Farms
is protecting water quality and restoring
the vitality of their pastures.

The South Central Region Conservation
Partnership met August 12-13, 2021, in
Eureka Springs, Ark. The first day of the
meeting included virtual presentations
from Mike Sullivan, Arkansas NRCS State
Conservationist; Wes Ward, Secretary
of Agriculture for Arkansas; and Dr. Vic
Ford, University of Arkansas Division of
Agriculture. NACD President Michael
Crowder also provided an in-person
presentation and update on NACD
programs and activities. Later in the day,
Adam Chappell with the Arkansas Soil
Health Alliance talked about his own
regenerative agriculture experience
and how soil health practices saved his
family’s farm.
To learn more about the South Central Region
meeting, visit NACD’s website or contact SC
Region Representative Keith Owen at
keith-owen@nacdnet.org.

14 \ Summer 2021

The second day of the meeting featured
Dr. Mike Daniels, University of Arkansas
Division of Agriculture, speaking on the
Arkansas Discovery Farms program
along with Jeff Marley of Marley Farms,
who is a program participant. Marley has
extensive conservation practices on his
operation, where data is collected to aid
in the research to improve soil and water
conservation efforts. The Arkansas Feral
Hog Eradication Program was outlined by
J.P. Fairhead, feral hog coordinator with
the Arkansas Department of Agriculture;
Robert Byrd, state director of the USDA
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service; and Ryan Farney, feral hog
coordinator with the Arkansas Game and
Fish Commission. The meeting closed
with a detailed virtual presentation by
Harrison Pittman, director of the National
Agriculture Law Center on Legal Issues
and Agriculture.
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REGION MEETING RECAPS
Southwest and Pacific Regions Host
Joint Meeting in Wyoming
The western U.S. is facing several natural
resource issues this summer, including
yet another serious fire season and
extreme drought, so the approximately 50
conservation district supervisors, staff and
partners who gathered in Jackson, Wyo.
for the joint Southwest and Pacific Region
meeting in August had plenty to discuss.
Over two days, both regions worked on
goal setting and strategic planning for the
coming year, while also participating in
workshops to help market their districts’
activities and successes.

Several local policymakers also
joined the meeting virtually, including
Congresswoman Liz Cheney, and Senators
John Barrasso and Cynthia Lummis, all
of whom provided important updates on
key topics like the America the Beautiful
proposal. also known as the 30x30 initiative.
Likewise, Kaitlynn Glover, executive director
of the Public Lands Council, provided a
thorough update on ways their organization
is proactively responding to the 30x30
initiative.

Governor Mark Gordon, a former
conservation district supervisor in
Wyoming, also joined in person to
address attendees and emphasized the
importance of locally-led conservation
and the need for conservation districts to
connect with their policymakers.
“It’s incumbent on conservation districts
to point out the value of their work, and
to engage with the public,” Governor
Gordon said, when summarizing ways
conservation districts should ensure they
are well represented as they move forward
with a new administration.
In spite of the challenges our districts face
in the western U.S., many left recognizing
the opportunities to improve their
outreach, while also looking forward to the
next joint meeting in 2022 in Maui, Hawaii.
To learn more about the Southwest and Pacific
Region meetings, visit NACD’s website or contact
SW Region Representative Rachel Theler at
rachel-theler@nacdnet.org or Pacific Region
Representative Ariel Rivers, Ph.D. at
ariel-rivers@nacdnet.org.
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Districts at Work
Senator Carper Praises Soil
Health Champion Hitchens
on Conservation Efforts on
Farm in Delaware
“Blaine Hitchens is proof that our farmers can
do good and do well at the same time,” said
U.S. Senator Tom Carper of Delaware, chairman
of the Senate Committee on Environment and
Public Works. “His soil conservation work is a
textbook example of the positive impact that the
agriculture community can have on reducing
the amount of carbon in our atmosphere and
keeping land fertile and prosperous.”

If you or someone you know
would like to become a
member of the NACD Soil Health
Champions Network, please
visit the NACD website for more
information or contact Beth
Mason at beth-mason@nacdnet.
org with your questions.

These observations were made by Sen. Carper
upon visiting NACD Soil Health Champion
Blaine Hitchens this summer at his farm in
Laurel, Del. During his visit, Sen. Carper met with
Hitchens and other area farmers to discuss
soil conservation practices and the Growing
Climate Solutions Act, which is a bipartisan
piece of legislation that would help farmers
financially benefit from their efforts to address
climate change.
Hitchens is a third-generation farmer with an
operation of 1,000 acres in the Chesapeake Bay
watershed. His cropland includes a rotation
of corn, soybeans and cover crops as well
as six poultry houses with the capacity of
150,000 broilers. Over 15 years ago, Hitchens
started his soil health journey by converting his
operation to no-till. Five years later he added
cover crops into his rotation. Hitchens’ drive
toward innovation then led him to take his
operation to the next level by “planting green,”
a conservation practice of no-till planting
primary crops into actively growing cover crops.
This practice means there is a living root in
the ground year-round, improving soil health,
capturing moisture, reducing or eliminating
erosion, and storing carbon in the soil – which
contributes toward combating climate change.
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“Blaine Hitchens
is proof that our
farmers can do good
and do well at the
same time.”
-U.S. Senator Tom
Carper, Delaware
Through his participation in the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and the Sussex Conservation District’s
cover crop cost-share program, Hitchens has received both technical and financial
assistance to incorporate new conservation practices into his operation. Such programs
help mitigate the investment risk for farmers as they try new ways to improve their
operations and the environment.
Hitchens admits not all his conservation efforts have been successful, which is why he
suggests making changes on a small scale – something manageable that doesn’t cause
stress. From there, producers can see how it works and make adjustments accordingly.
Hitchens also encourages farmers to take a long view approach when making changes to
their operations, because it can take years for the soil organic matter to increase, and the
cost benefits might not be realized for three to five years.
For more information on Blaine Hitchens and his operation in Delaware, please visit his
profile on the NACD website and visit the Sussex Conservation District website for videos
showcasing Hitchens’ soil health journey.
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Districts at Work
Oklahoma Soil Health Mentoring Program
Addresses Implementation Obstacles
Soil health practices are being adopted by
producers of food, fiber and fuel across the nation.
The conservation and environmental value, the
provision for sustainability, and the boost to
economics of the soil health movement have been
researched, discussed and even cussed for years.
Barriers to adopting these regenerative agriculture
practices still exist. Understanding the risks involved
and accepting the change from how things have
always been done are only two. If only there was
someone who could provide a little assurance, a
partner or friend to guide the way. Someone who
has walked the path ahead and can help avoid the
pitfalls. The Oklahoma Conservation Commission
(OCC) has such a resource with its Soil Health
Mentoring Program.
“Soil health as a set of principles is straightforward,”
says OCC Executive Director Trey Lam. “The trick is
in the implementation. I think of soil health as an art.
Choosing the right species mix to meet your soil and
production needs along with managing residue and
green cover crops takes finesse. A good soil health
mentor is an artist, a great mentor is a great art
teacher.”
The Commission’s Soil Health Education Program
is a statewide effort. On the OCC website, their aim
is stated as “teaching easy-to-use techniques for
understanding, assessing, and restoring soil health
[because] healthy soil is the key to an abundant,
affordable food supply, healthy water, and clean
air.” The Oklahoma Soil Health Mentoring Program is
an effort between OCC, four conservation districts in
north central Oklahoma, the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) and a grant from
General Mills.

“Often, a quick conversation with advice and
counsel can be key to a new soil health adopter
seeing positive results rather than giving up.”
18 \ Summer 2021
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“The mentorship program fostered by our
partnership with General Mills enables
experienced soil health champions to
step out of their comfort zone and do a
little teaching. The one-on-one format
is less intimidating and fosters two-way
conversations that are difficult in a classroom
or at large field day events,” Lam says.
“Mentors share knowledge gained through
personal successes and failures. Often, a
quick conversation with advice and counsel
can be key to a new soil health adopter
seeing positive results rather than giving up.”
The Kay, Kingfisher, Garfield and Grant
County Conservation Districts, where the
outreach program focuses, are historically
heavy with wheat production. Traditional
tillage practices date back to before the Dust
Bowl of the 1930s. Jimmy Emmons of Leedey,
Okla., a leader in the soil health movement
and NACD Soil Health Champion, has
joined the OCC as its soil health mentoring
coordinator.
Lam adds that “in specific geographic areas
and production systems around the state, it
can be difficult to gain a foothold for the soil
health program. Bringing mentors from other
areas with like experiences can jump-start
the process. Once we have a few producers
practicing soil health in an area, it tends to
sustain itself.”
Having someone walk the soil health path,
who has already tried, possibly failed, and
then succeeded can help remove one
of the barriers to getting these valuable
conservation practices on the ground. To
make it happen, all you need is a little help
from your friends.
For more information on the conservation
districts involved and the Oklahoma
Conservation Commission’s Soil Health
Education Program, visit their website.
Photos courtesy of Oklahoma Conservation Commission
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Districts at Work
Lake Community
Partnership Works to
Improve Local Water
Quality in Wisconsin
The Walworth County Land Use
and Resource Management (LURM)
Department in Wisconsin, like
conservation districts across the
country, works within their community,
establishing partnerships to help get
conservation on the land. The Delavan Lake watershed
lies within the county of Walworth, just west of Lake
Michigan, and spans over 24,000 acres, much of which
is farmland. This watershed has brought together
an informal group of stakeholders and partners
whose shared priority is water quality – the Walworth
County LURM Department, Delavan Lake Improvement
Association (DLIA), Town of Delavan, Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources (WDNR), U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS) and Delavan Lake Sanitary
District (DLSD).

Land Use and Resource
Management Department

One of the main threats to water quality in the Delavan
Lake watershed is nutrient (phosphorus) and sediment
runoff. Since water quality is a community-wide priority,
the spirit of cooperation and problem-solving rises
to the occasion when a landscape impairment or
vulnerability has been identified.
In recent years, having experienced periods of heavy
rain and flash flooding, Delavan Lake experienced a
major amount of runoff, which was observed by one
of its property owners. With the financial assistance
of the DLIA and the technical assistance of the LURM
Department, area farmers willing to install Best
Management Practices (BMPs) to mitigate further
runoff were identified. This partnership, along with an
investment by the initial property owner, has helped
these farmers establish cover crops, buffers and water
control basins to reduce cropland runoff.
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Senior Conservation Technician of the LURM Department
Brian Smetana explained that this partnership offered
additional funding that could fill the gap left by the
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and state and
local programs. Some of the program rules don’t allow
for the flexibility needed to address these vulnerable
areas. While some of the farmers are willing to set aside
a few acres of land for buffer strips and other BMPs, the
commitment required for these NRCS programs can
sometimes be a deterrent.
Another successful partnership initiative was
established when a developer began purchasing
farmland in the watershed that would eventually be
developed into subdivisions. LURM, DLIA, the Town of
Delavan, NRCS and other local partners sat down with
the developer and the farm tenants to identify the
vulnerable areas and the work needed to address those
areas. With everyone at the table, they established
additional funding from a variety of sources to
implement the conservation practices as identified.
Through soil health field days and farmer discussions,
LURM, DLIA and other local partners bring together
area farmers and lake property owners for a time of
field demonstrations, conservation education and
community networking with the focus on water quality
in the watershed. This continuously proves to be a
valuable time for attendees to meet other members of
the community, showcase the positive impacts of these
projects and initiatives, and discuss future opportunities
to address additional water quality needs of the area.
Looking ahead, LURM, DLIA and other local partners
will continue their collaboration in the Delavan Lake
watershed to improve water quality through community
engagement on a variety of projects, and will hopefully
expand to the urban sector of the community. For more
information on the various community projects and
partnerships, please visit their websites, linked on their
coresponding logos.
Special note: Wisconsin runs its local conservation delivery through counties, having statutorily replaced
the district model in 1982. Land Conservation Departments in Wisconsin, such as Walworth County Land Use
and Resource Management Department, are close equivalents to conservation districts in other states.
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Extended Report
Districts Working to Mitigate Drought
Across the Pacific Region
According to the U.S. Drought Monitor in late August, all four
of the Pacific Region’s mainland states—California, Oregon,
Washington and Idaho—are experiencing exceptional drought
in at least a portion of the state. For those of us living in these
states, as well as our neighbors in the Southwest (with every
state also experiencing at least extreme drought), we are
becoming increasingly accustomed to living our lives in the
face of water insecurity.
Moving the animals early, fallowing one of the more
productive fields, or trucking in additional water for the
storage tanks are now part of the decisions that we all must
face to get by in these conditions.
Luckily, however, as conservation districts pivot their programs
to be proactive in the face of our increasingly unpredictable
climate conditions, many are well poised to address the needs
of producers in these extremely dry conditions.
Conservation districts have provided any number of services, including providing educational
and networking opportunities to connect, sending out regular information, and providing
technical assistance. For example, the Ada Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), which
covers Boise and the surrounding area in Idaho, has started hosting virtual workshops on water
conservation. They held two successful sessions, with one geared toward pasture production, and
one focused on lawns and gardens.
On the other hand, Mendocino County Resource Conservation District (MCRCD) in northern
California has been working in drought mitigation since 2014 thanks to opportunities through the
California Department of Water Resources’ Proposition 84 planning and implementation grants.
Through one aspect of their water conservation programming, the district focused on emergency
planning with Native American tribes and other small water suppliers throughout the county. After
surveying these providers to identify unmet needs, the district conducted several workshops and
training on water conservation and how to conduct home water audits.
More recently, in partnership with local tribal communities, MCRCD
has conducted workshops on water distribution line leak detection,
held water audit trainings, helped develop new projects such as
meter replacement and rainwater harvesting, and facilitated the
creation of accurate web-based maps for water distribution.
“Old, inaccurate maps are a chronic problem for tribal and small
water systems that lead to unnecessary water losses,” says Deborah
Edelman, water resources program manager at MCRCD. “We worked
with the Hopland Band of Pomo Indians to update their water line
maps, enabling them to quickly find and address leaks. Tribes are
often among the first communities to be affected by water shortages,
and I have learned so much about resiliency working with them.”

22 \ Summer 2021

LCC - October 18, 2021

Page 33

Extended Report
NGLI Cohort Meets
in Chicago, Seeks
Next Members
“This comprehensive
training program
has strengthened
the skills of our
conservation
leaders, and we look
forward to seeing
this engaging model
succeed again with
the new cohort.”
-Jeremy Peters, NCF
Executive Director

The Next Generation Leadership institute (NGLI)
was conceived in 2018 and launched in 2019 to
equip conservation district leaders with the tools to
become national leaders through personal, civic and
organizational leadership development. The program was
created in response to the high demand for leadership
instruction for conservation district leaders facing the
challenges of a changing world.
The inaugural cohort was able to meet in person for the
second time at NACD’s Summer Meeting in Chicago,
Ill. There, they participated in leadership curriculum
focused on working effectively with the media, building
an outreach program, public speaking and effective
organizations. Guest speakers included communications
professionals from Syngenta North America and the
Washington State Conservation Commission. The next
in-person cohort training session will be at the Noble
Research Institute this fall, where the group will get handson outdoor experience alongside their classroom work.
In conjunction with the ongoing curriculum of the 2020
cohort, NGLI is recruiting members of the 2022 cohort.
Ideal candidates are supervisors currently serving
a conservation district, who have exhibited strong
leadership and would like to carry that skill further for
the service of conservation districts. In these changing
times, we need strong leaders that can adapt and carry
us through to allow conservation districts to come out
stronger on the other side.

The 2022 Cohort shared their
experiences in NGLI at the
NACD Summer Meeting in July.

The goal is to have representation from each of the seven
NACD regions. If you have identified a candidate or think
you may be one yourself, check out NCF’s website to see if
NGLI might be the next step in your leadership journey.
LCC - October 18, 2021
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Extended Report
National Conservation Planning
Partnership Leaders Develop State Plans
In February 2021, State/Territory Conservation Partnership
Leaders participated in training and briefing sessions on the
National Conservation Planning Partnership (NCPP) state plans.
Each state or territory was asked to develop an NCPP State Plan
to assist in strengthening conservation planning nationwide.
Suggested steps for state/territory actions were provided along
with a sample template to assist state conservation partnership
leaders in developing their plans.
In April, most draft state plans were received. A follow-up
message provided feedback based on a review of the draft
plans. In July most states/territories were able to share their
“final” plans.
Follow up with states that have completed their process as well
as those that are still working on their plans will continue. Plans
are to share some success stories as state and territory leaders
solve staffing, training, certification and many other challenges
unique to their respective locations. The goal is to provide the
best possible conservation planning experience for clients
across the country.
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Extended Report
Friends of NACD Grants Program Supports
Conservation Efforts in Districts Across the U.S.
Friends of NACD are individuals who
support the nation’s nearly 3,000
conservation districts through cash
donations to NACD. Included as a benefit
to Friends of NACD is the opportunity to
support individual conservation districts
through the Friends of NACD Grant
Program. Since Fiscal Year 2020, Friends
of NACD have awarded $20,000 in grant
funding to eight districts across the country.

NACD is currently on track to be able to
award at least seven Friends of NACD
District Grants in 2022! Help us award more
grants as we prepare to launch the 2022
Friends of NACD District Grants Program
application period later this fall. Donations
can also be made in honor or memory
of a colleague, friend, family member or
loved one by completing a memorial or
honorarium membership form.

In 2021, the program supported four
conservation districts through awarded
grants:
• The Eastern Connecticut Conservation
District
• Duval Soil and Water Conservation
District, Florida
• Catoosa County Conservation District,
Georgia
• Beaver County Conservation District,
Oklahoma

NACD membership at any level is required
for a conservation district to be eligible to
apply for a Friends of NACD District Grant.
If your conservation district is considering
applying for a grant through this program
and is not a current member of NACD, you
can pay dues here before NACD’s 2021
fiscal year closes on Sept. 30, 2021.

LCC - October 18, 2021

36
Summer 2021Page
\ 25

Who We Are

Ariel Rivers, Ph.D.
Pacific Region
Representative
California

Ariel Stewart
Accounting Coordinator
Washington, D.C.

Aubrey Evans
Northern Plains Region
Representative
Kansas

Beth Mason
North Central
Region Representative
Indiana

Candice Abinanti
Southeast Region
Representative
North Carolina

Carly Long
Marketing Coordinator
Washington, D.C.

Diana Blackwood
Stewardship and
Education Coordinator
Washington, D.C.

Jennifer Brooks
NCF-Envirothon
Program Manager
North Carolina

Jeremy Peters
Chief Executive Officer
Washington, D.C.

Karla Maldonado
Director of Finance
and Administration
Washington, D.C.

Katrina Stacey
Communications
Coordinator
Washington, D.C.

Annica McGuirk
Northeast Region
Representative
Maine
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Keith Owen
South Central
Region Representative
Oklahoma

Kimberly Uldricks
Director of Membership
Washington, D.C.

Mariah MacKenzie
Governmet Affairs
Associate
Washington, D.C.

Mary Scott
Natural Resource
Policy Specialist
Washington, D.C.

Meg Leader
Projects and Partnerships
Coordinator
Indiana

Mike Beacom
Forestry Specialist
Wisconsin

Rachel Edwards
Executive Assistant/
Office Coordinator
Washington, D.C.

Rachel Theler
Southwest Region
Representative
Colorado

Sara Kangas
Director of
Communications
Washington, D.C.

Stephanie Tolar
NCF-Envirothon
Education Specialist
North Carolina

Rich Duesterhaus
Director of Projects
and Partnerships
Washington, D.C.
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Organization stationery
Date

Dear DNR representative:
This letter is for __________________________________________ to pledge its support for the DNR
Surface Water Grant being submitted by the Geneva Lake Conservancy to update the 2008 Geneva Lake
Management Plan Update.

The ____________________________________ has been working with the Conservancy in its
leadership role of the Water Alliance for Preserving Geneva Lake since 2019 to address water quality
and other issues related to Geneva Lake. We pledge to provide financial support to implement the new
recommendations in the Geneva Lake Management Plan Update, including (list number of staff hours,
volunteer hours, grant monies already secured or organization funds.) if needed.
We understand that the plan will be developed in 2022 and finalized in 2023 and are pleased to be
working with the Conservancy on this update for the benefit of Geneva Lake. (Add any details here on
what your funds, volunteer hours, etc. will be used to accomplish.)
If the Surface Water grant is received, we look forward to working with the Conservancy to implement
these and other recommendations that are included in the new Geneva Lake Management Plan Update.

Sincerely,

Brian Smetana
Senior Conservation Technician
Walworth County Use and Resource Management Department
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